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Wa-style Relics in Korea: Wa-style Relics Excavated in the Gaya Region
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Wa-style Relics in Korea: Wa-style Relics Excavated in the Gaya Region

TakAkU, Kenji

This paper makes a comprehensive analysis of Wa-style relics that have been excavated in
Gaya, with the aim of shedding light on relations that the Korean side had with Wa and
changes in those relations. More specifically, this involved an examination of Wa-style relics
that have been excavated in the region of Gaya, by examining aspects such as their excava-
tion, distribution and dates by dividing them into one of two periods: the second half of the
3rd century through to early 5th century and the middle of the 5th century through to the
first half of the 6th century. Wa-style relics of note that derive from the second half of the 3rd
century through the 4th century have been found at the Daeseong-dong burial mounds. Of
particular interest are the numerous Wa-style relics found in Daeseong-dong burial mound
No. 13, which is a large wooden chamber tomb, that are funerary accessories and from which
one may conjecture that it was through the upper class in Kimhae, who led relations with Wa,
that these Wa-style relics were brought to Gaya as a set. Also, judging from the Haji pottery
and Haji-style pottery excavated in southern regions, it would appear that the people that
came over from Wa from the latter part of the 3rd century through to early in the 5th century
lived for a period of time together with local inhabitants. However, it is not considered very
likely that the groups of visitors from Wa settled there for a period lasting several genera-
tions. Accordingly, we may conjecture that the reason was not a political migration, but that
they went to the southern regions intermittently for a short period of time in order to procure
iron. Furthermore, considering that the distribution of Wa-style relics is concentrated in
southern coastal regions with very few having been excavated from areas further inland, we
may surmise that during that period points of contact for relations with Wa were limited to
the southern region.

Wa-style relics dating from the middle of the 5th century through to the early 6th century
have also been found further inland, with a wider distribution than that for the previous pe-
riod. Wa-style relics have been found in relatively large quantities in the Jisan-dong burial
mounds located in the Koryong region located in the center of Dae Gaya. However, the wider
distribution of Wa-style relics does not in itself signify that the sphere of activity of the Wa
people expanded, but suggests the possibility that from the latter half of the 5th century the
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regions in Gaya with which Wa had direct relations were concentrated along the southern
coast. By the latter half of the 5th century, networks had been established with inland parts
of Dae Gaya and with regions such as Goseong along the southern coast, and it is conceivable
that this was the reason for the expansion of the distribution of Wa-style relics into inland re-
gions. In other words, the increase in Wa-style relics is the result of re-distribution from
southern coastal regions further inland and is related to the existence of these kinds of net-
works, and we may conjecture that the sphere of activity of people from Wa was fairly lim-

ited.
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