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Surveys　of　tlle　Medieval　and　Early　Modem　P画od　Graveyards

ill　Yamato

　　This　report　comprises　one　part　of　the　basic　research　theme“Historical　Analysis　on　Basic

Beliefもin　Local　Societies”organized　and　implemented　by　the　National　Museum　of　Japanese

History　that　was　undertaken　from　1996　through　2001　by　researchers　fTom　both　within　and

outside　the　Museum　engaged　in　the丘elds　of　history，　archaeology　and五）lk　studies．　It　is　a　re－

port　on　surveys　undertaken　on　a　number　of　graveyards　in　Nara　Prefbcture　that　have　contin－

ued　to　be　used丘om　the　medieval　period　and　the　early　modem　period　through　to　the　present

day．

　　Part　One　is　a　report　on　the　findings　of　surveys　of　the　Utano－cho　Nyudani　graveyard　situ－

ated　in　the　Kuchiuda　Basin　in　Uda　district　and　a　number　of　village　graveyards　situated　in

the　Hayama　area　of　Tsuge－mura　situated　to　the　north．　General　surveys　were　conducted　of

graveyards　that　still　exist　in　the　Ouda－cho　and　Utano－cho　areas　situated　in　the　Kuchiuda　Ba－

sin　and　the　fbrms　of　existing　graveyards　in　this　region　were　also　studied．

　　This　region　is　one　where　the　custom　of　a　dual　grave　system　was　practiced　until　very　recent

times，　and　there　are　many　examples　of　a　separation　between　burial　sites　called“haka”and

sites　where　stone　monuments　called“rantouba”were　erected．　In　an　overwhelming　m司ority　of

cases　where　this　custom　was　practiced　communal　haka　were　bunt　in　villages　or　small　settle－

Inents　in　the　mountains　while　rantouba　were　buil七nearby　the　residences　of　each　household．

The　next　most　common　fb㎜was　the　establishment　of　haka　on　top　of　hills　and　the　erection　of

rantouba　belonging　to　each　household　f㎞rther　down　the　hill　as　well　as　the　establishlnent　of

haka　and　rantouba　belonging　to　each　household　together　on　top　of　a　hill．　Further，　graveyards

fbllowing　the　single　grave　system　where　burial　sites　and　stone　monuments　were　built　on　the

same　site　are　also　fbund　in　this　region　in　machi　such　as　the　fbrmer　Matsuyama－machi．　A1－

though　today　the　dual　grave　system　is　rapidly　disappeadng，　there　can　be　no　doubt　that　f㎞n－

damentally　the　dual　grave　system　was　the　grave　system　adopted　by　villages　in　this　region

廿om　the　early　modem　peガod　through　to　the　modem　pe亘od．　Stil1，　in　Uda　there　is　virtually　no

evidence　of　the　division　of　haka　in　burial　graveyards　according　to　age　or　gender，　as　seen　in

Higashi－Sanchu　on　the　Yalnato　plateau　that　includes　the　Tsuge－mura　to　the　north，　and　it

would　appear　that　burials　were　made　in　haka　of　restricted　sizes　in　the　order　in　which　people

died．
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　　Asurvey　was　unde式aken　of　Nyudani　graveyard　in　Utano－cho，　also　located　in　this　region，

which　was　built　together　with　rantouba　belonging　to　each　household　sited　on　top　of　a　hil1．　In

this　instance，　many　types　of　stone　monuments　have　been　excavated伽m　medieval　grave－

yards　that　existed　next　to　these　graveyards，　and　it　is　presumed　that　these　can　shed　light　on

the　process　through　which　graveyards　dating　ffom　the　medieval　period　through　to　the　early

modem　period　developed　into　graveyards　that　remain　today．　However，　survey　results　reveal

that　the　oldest　extant　stone　monument　dates　back　to　1658　and　that　while　sites　fセom　which

medieval　stone　Inonuments　have　been　excavated　and　the　sites　of　graveyards　in　existence　to－

day　are　a《11　acent　to　one　another，　their　locations　are　di飽rent　and　thus　cannot　be　interpreted

aS　COntinUOUS．

　　Medieval　graveyards　in　Nyudani　were　graveyards　shared　by　the　local　warrior　class　refbrred

to　as“Nyudani　lords”who，　in　medieval　Uda　were　the　Akiyama　clan　as　well　as　those　who

shared　the　same　name　or　the　backing　of　the　Sawa　clan，　which　also　boasted　considerable

power．　These　graveyards　are　believed　to　be　dif艶rent　in　character　f士om　village　graveyards

newly允med　in　the　early　modem　pedod　on　the　basis　of　local　residence．　Although　there　are

more　than　a　fbw　examples　in　Uda　district　of　present－day　graveyards　and　many　kinds　of　me－

dieval　s七〇ne　monuments　fbund　nearby，　we　were　not　able　to　find　any　examples　that　clearly

confirmed　the　continuation　of　medieval　graveyards　through　to　existing　graveyards　dating

back　to　the　early　modern　period．

　　The且ayama　area　of　Tsuge－mura　is　also　an　area　in　which　a　typical　dual　gmve　system　was

adopted．　In　this　instance，　however，　there　are　many　examples　where　the　haka，　or　bu亘al　sites，

and　the　rantouba　that　are　the　sites　of　stone　monuments　are　located　next　to　each　other．

Choshu　Takeda　conducted　an　exhaustive　survey　of　graveyards　in　this　area　long　ago．　His　work

clearly　showed　that　in　Da6i　Hayama，　colnprised　of　nine　small　settlemen七s（kaito），each　small

settlement　fbrming　a　community　had　several　temples（jian）that　served　as　either　shared　or

independent　meeting　places　and　that　these　fbrmed　a　pair　with　the　graveyards　of　stone　monu－

ments（mairi－baka）belonging　to　each　small　settlement．　Furthermore，　the　stone　koshinコizo

monuments　built　in　these　graveyards　dating　from　the　Eiroku　period（1558－1570）that　were

erected　by　each　small　settlement，　which　was　a　community　fbrmed　on　the　basis　of　geographi－

cal　residence，　were　considered　to　be　stone　monuments　shared　among　each　village　community．

However，　the　rise　in　consciousness　concerning　the　ie　system　that　began　ffom　aro皿d　the

Genna（1615－1624）and　Shoho（1644－1648）pe亘ods　brough七with　it　the　first　construction　of

gravestones　fbr　individuals．　The　erection　of　stone　monuments　fbr　each　household　gained　mo－

melltum　during　the　Genroku　period（1688－1704）through　to　the　Kyoho　period（1716－1736）．

These　surveys　and　researches　by　Takeda　in　the　Hayama　area　have　been　utilized　as　historical

197



Bulletin　of　the　National　Museum　of　Japanese　History

vol．111　　February　2004

materials　on　types　of　stone　monuments　fbund　in　graveyards　and　comprise　a　fine　body　of　work

that　attempted　to　fbrm　an　understanding　of　the　organic　relationship　between　villages，　tem－

ples　and　graves．　However，　all　the　stone　monuments　that　were　studied　and　recorded　as　part　of

this　work　carried　inscriptions，　and　stone　monuments　without　inscriptions　were　completely　ig－

nored．

　　The　o均ect　of　our　surveys　in　Hayama　were　the　Dosaka　graveyard，　the　Mushiroden　grave－

yard　located　within　the　small　Jof㎞kuji　Temple　settlement－these　graveyards　are　village

graveyards　in　Hayama　that　are　communal　graveyards　il1七he　three　small　settlements　of　Obu，

Shimizu－kita　and　Shimizu－minami　and　the　Shummyo－in　graveyard－a　graveyard　fbr£amilies

of　the　Hayama　clan，　who　comprised　the　local　warrior　class．　As　indicated　by　Takeda，　judging

solely　fTom　the　style　of　the　stone　monuments　with　inscriptions，　the　Shummyo－in　graveyard

contains　stone　monuments　that　were　erected　earlier　than　others　fbund　in　small　settlement

graveyards。　In　the　Dosaka　graveyard　and　in　the　a《Uoining　precincts　of　the　Gokurakuヨi　Tem－

ple　materials　fbr　16　five－tiered　monuments（gorinto）made　f士om　separate　stones　and　15　hak－

obotoke（Buddhist　images　contained　in　box－shaped　miniature　shrines）were　fbund，　and　there

is　no　doubt　that　in　this　graveyard　stone　monuments　were　erected　as　f已r　back　as　the　16th　cen－

tury．　In　the　Jizo－do　in　Gokurakuji　Temple七here　is　a　jizo　monument　with　an　inscription　that

reads“Koshinmachi　Association”dating　back　to　1560，　fをom　which　we　can　be　certain　that　dur－

ing　this　period　communal　graveyards　were　already　being　established　in　small　settlements．

These　stone　jizo　monuments丘om　aro皿d　the　Eiroku　period（1558－1570）that　have　a　st亘king

resemblance　are　fbund　not　only　in　a　number　of　small　settlement　graveyards　in　Hayama　but

in　graveyards　in　Sanchu　and　Kunnaka　in　Yamato　and　remain　as　mukaejizo　to　this　day．　This

attests　to　the　conthbution　of　religious　people　to　the　fbrmation　or　reorganization　of　village

graveyards　at　the　end　of　the　medieval　pe㎡od．　Parallel　to　this　is　the㎞owledge　that　the　erec－

tion　of　stone　monuments　had　already　started　in　village　graveyards　in　Hayama．

　　Further　investigation　is　required　of　the　similahties　and　dif丘rences　in　the　character　of

these　medieval　stone　monuments　and　early　modern　period　stone　monuments　that　gradually

began　to　increase　in　number仕om　the　17th　century　onward．　There　can　be　no　doubt　that　the

communal　graveyards　of　villages　in　the　Uda　district　whose　fbrmation　we　have　not　been　able

to　date　back　to　the　medieval　period　do，　in　the　case　of　Hayama，　date　back　to　the　16th　century，

which　lies　at　the　end　of　the　medieval　period．　An　important　factor　was　our　ability　to　confiml

more　than　a　fbw　inscriptions　on　stone　mo皿ments　dating　f士om　the　16th　century　in　the

Shummyo－in　graveyard　belonging　to　the　Hayama　clan，　though　it　would　appear　that　there　is

no　need　to　regard　the　period　of　fbrmation　of　the　graveyard　itself　as　di丘bring　greatly　ffom

those　of　other　graveyards．　The　prosperity　and　decline　of　medieval　graveyards　in　the　mo皿一
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tainous　areas　of　Nara　Prefbcture　are　most　likely　related　to　the　movements　of　the　local　war－

rior　class　living　in　Yamato　at七he　end　of　the　medieval　period．　What　is　more，　in　cases　where

graveyards　dating　from　the　16th　century　have　been　excavated　in　various　areas　of　the　Kinki

region，　bu亘al　that　involved　inte㎜ent　and　cremation　was　common　in　addition　to　the　con－

struction　of　stone　monuments　during　this　time．　As　fbr　being　able　to　link　this　with　the　custom

of　a　dual　grave　system　that　has　existed　in　this　region仕om　the　early　modem　period　through

to　the　presen七day，　this　is　a　topic　that　must　be　examined　in　te㎝s　of　the　conversion　of　medie－

val　graveyards　to　early　modern　graveyards　covering　the　whole　of　Nara　Prefbcture．

　　Part　Two　repor七s　on　the　findings　of　surveys　conducted　on　two　local　graveyards（goubaka）

si七uated　in　the　Nara　Basin，　that　is　to　say，　Kunnaka，　which　are　the且iraoka　Gokurakuうi　Tem－

ple　graveyard　in　Shinjo－cho，　Ki七a－Katsuragi－gun　and　the　Nakayama　Nembutsuづi　Temple

graveyard　in　Tend　City，　also　in　Nara　Prefbcture．　These　two　local　graveyards　selected　to　be

surveyed，　which　are　situated　in　the　westem　part　and　the　eastem　part　of　the　Nara　Basin，　are

both　extremely　representative　of　local　graveyards　in　the　Nara　Basin．　As　graveyards　with　rela－

tively　old　landscapes　their　existence　today　is　most　valuable．

　　As　fbr　the　way　in　which　these　local　graveyards　were　used，　there　is　a　strong　possibility　that

these　graveyards　situated　in　the　Nara　Basin　also　had　diHbrent　sites　fbr　burial　and　fbr　the

erection　of　stone　monuments　during　the　early　modem　period，　which　is　indicative　of　the　so－

called　dual　grave　system．　Even　today　there　are　some　villages　that　use　the　Hiraoka　Gokuraku－

ji　Temple　graveyard　as　a　comm皿al　burial　graveyard　where　the　dead　are　interred　in　graves．

In　the　case　of　the　Nakayama　Nembutsuづi　Temple　graveyard　too，　this　large　graveyard　is　di－

vided　into　separate　areas　fbr　graves　belonging　to　each　village　that　fbrm　part　of　a　larger

graveyard　community，　and　judging丘om　the　distribution　of　older　stone　monuments　dating

back　to　the　medieval　period　through　to　the　beginning　of　the　early　modern　period　as　well，　it　is

dif丘cult　to　conceive　that　the　separation　of　these　grave　areas　occurred　during　a　more　recent

period．　Furthermore，　in　view　of　the　considerably　large　area　of　land　occupied　by　the　graves　fbr

each　village　as　well　as　the　fact　that　we　must　believe　that　at　the　beginning　of　the　early　mod－

em　period　the　erection　of　stone　monuments　was　restricted　to　an　extremely　small　group　of

households，　such　areas　of　graves　fbr　each　village　were負mdamentally　burial　graveyards　af丘li－

ated　to　villages　and　that　in　one　comer　some　households　erected　stone　m皿uments，　which

made　it　possible　to　restore　the　appearance　of　a　graveyard．

　　In　the　case　of　Nakayama　Nembutsuづi　Temple　graveyard，　of　the　ten　Da導i　that　comprised

this　graveyard　community，　there　are　fbw　stone　molluments　dating　f士om　the　end　of　the　medie－

val　period　through　to　the　beginning　of　the　early　modem　period　to　be　fbund　in　the　grave　areas
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of　three　specific　Da功i，　and　this　coincides　with　the　discovery　of　the　existence　of　more　than　a

免wstone　monuments丘om　the　early　modem　period　within　the　precincts　of　temples　situated

in　the　Da巧i．　We　may　assume　that　in　the　case　of　these　Da6i　burial　took　place　at　the　village

grave　sites　inside　local　graveyards　and　that　stone　monuments　were　erected　within　the　pre－

cincts　of七emples　situated　in　the　villages．　This　also　supports　the　notion　that　the　use　of　grave－

yards　according　to　a　dual　grave　system　was　practiced．

　　There　are　indications　that　in　some　of　the　other　local　graveyards　in　the　Nara　Basin，　includ－

ing　the　Nagai　graveyard　in　Nara　City，　graveyards　fbllowed　the　lines　of　the　dual　grave　system．

The　findings　of　the　surveys　car㎡ed　out　here　also　point　to　the　possibility　that，　as　with

Higashi－Sanchu　in　the　Nara　Basin　during　the　early　modem　period，　graveyards允llowing　the

practice　of　the　dual　grave　system　were　used　over　a　wider　area　than　previously　anticipated．　In

light　of　this　discovery，　we　must　undertake　a　conscious　search　fbr　the　remains　of　other　local

graveyards．

　　Together　with　the　matter　of　the　fbrms　of　use　of　graveyards　tha七are　local　graveyards，　a

point　of　particular　note　arising仕om　the　results　of　these　surveys　is　that　it　has　been　possible

to　gain　a　clear　understanding　of　the　changes　that　have　taken　place　over　time　in　the　erection

of　stone　monuments　in　local　graveyards　as　a　result　of　an　in－depth　study　of　a　large　number　of

stone　monuments．　What　is　more，　these　changes　that　have　taken　place　over　time　in　the　erec－

tion　of　stone　monuments　are　not　common　to　all　local　graveyards，　as　it　has　become　clear　tha七

there　are　more　than　a　fbw　variations丘om　graveyard　to　graveyard．

　　Stone　mo皿ments　in　the　Hiraoka　Gokurakuji　Temple　graveyard，　whose　dates　are　clear

仕om　inscriptions，　gradually　increase　in　number丘om　the　16th　century，　through　the　17th　and

18th　centuries，　and，　although　there　is　a　slight　decrease　in七he　19th　century，　they　increase　sud－

denly丘）r　the　20th　centu］ry．　There　are　230　remaining　five－tiered　monuments　made伽m　di丘br－

ent　s七〇nes，　five－tiered　monuments　made　f壬om　a　single　stone　and　hakobo七〇ke　without　insc亘p－

tions　that　are　believed　to　date仕om　the　15th　through　16七h　centuries．　In　the　Nakayama

Nembutsuうi　Temple　graveyard　there　are　two　stone　monuments㎞own　to　date丘om　the　15th

century，48伽m　the　16th　century　and　an　increase　in　the　17th　centu】ry　to　1，294．　There　is　a

sudden　increase　in　the　second　half　of　the　17th　century　and　the　number　of　stone　monuments

reaches　its　peak　fセom　the丘rst　part　through　to　the　middle　of　the　18th　century，　with　a　total　of

2，477dating　back　to　the　18th　century．　However，　their　number　decreases　to　1，175　in　the　19th

centu］ワ，　with　no　more　than　1，729　dating仕om　the　20th　century．　A　count　of　the　number　of

stone　monuments　with　tiers　representing　the　elements　of　air　and　wind，　the　most　common　of

the　five－tiered　stone　monuments　without　inscriptions，　the　majority　of　which　is　believed　to

date　f治om　the　15th　and　16th　centuries，　reveals　that　there　are　361，　and　that　there　are　also　373
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hakobotoke，　most　of　which　are　thought　to　da七e　ffom七he　second　half　of　the　16th　century．　Ac－

cording　to　the　results　of　all　investigation　by　Jiro　Muraki　that　attempted　to　type　haiko－gorinto

gravestones（gravestones　depicting　an　image　of　five－tiered　gravestones）it　has　been　discov－

ered　that　of　haiko－gorinto　gravestones，　whose　dates　had　been　un㎞own，　there　is　a　consider－

able　number　that　date　back　to　the　second　half　of　the　16th　century，　and　if　we　add　these　there

is　a　substantial　number　that　date　f｝om　the　15th　and　16七h　centuhes．

　　Thus，　the　sudden　increase　in　stone　monuments伽m七he　second　half　of　the　17th　century

through　to　the　first　half　of　the　18th　century　in　both　the　Hiraoka　Gokurakuji　Temple　grave－

yard　and　the　Nakayama　Nembuts可i－Temple　graveyard　does　not　merely　indicate　the　spread－

ing　of　a　trend　toward　the　erection　of　stone　monuments，　but　is　also　extremely　interesting　in

that　it　is　possibly　related　to　changes　in　the　character　of　local　graveyards　themselves　and

changes　to　the　grave　system　itself　at　the　level　of　the　local　populace．　Still，　this　issue　requires

血rther　study　of　the　situation　of　other　local　graveyards　that　includes　a　multilateral　examina－

tion，　which　must　be　set　as　a　theme　fbr　f㎞11－scale　examination　in　the　fnture．　A　huge　challenge

仕om　an　archaeological　perspective　is　more　accurate　dating　of　stone　monuments　withou七in－

scriptions　by　means　of　an　investigation　that　types　these　stone　monuments．

　　In　the　course　of　undertaking　these　surveys　it　has　been　quite　difHcult　to　conduct　a　close

study　on　the　fb㎝ation　of　these　two　local　graveyards　owing　in　par七to　the　limitations　imposed

on　the　current　study　by　the　absence　of　excavation．　However，　in　both　cases　there　exist　today　a

substantial　number　of　stone　monuments　that　date　back　to　the　15th　to　16th　centuries，　and　the

existence　of　large　five－tiered　monuments　that　may　be　assumed　to　possess　the　character　of

communal　memorials，　which　are　thought　to　date　back　to七he　14th　to　15th　centuries，　is　signifi－

cant．　There　is　no　doubt　that　the品mation　of　graveyards　that品m　the　core　of　this　type　of　lo－

cal　graveyard　started　during七he　14th　century　at　the　latest．

　　We　may　in七erpret　from　the　inscriptions　on　communal　memorials伽nd　in　the　Yamashiro

Kizu　old　communal　graveyard　and　the　Kawachi　Kankoうi　Kouyama　graveyard　that　the　sys－

tematization　of　ceremonies　at　which　f廿neral　rites　were　held　was　encouraged　by　lower　ranking

phests　of　the　Ritsu　Sect．　The　fbrmation　of　local　graveyards　is　not　easily　explained　by　their

connection　with　only　the　fb㎝ation　of　commllnities　called“sou”in　those　areas．　The　findings

of　the　current　survey　have　allowed　us　to　conlecture　that　there　is　an　exceedingly　strong　possi－

bility　that　the　fbrmation　of　local　graveyards　in　the　Nara　Basin　dates　back　to　the　first　half　of

the　medieval　period．　On　this　poin七as　well，　a　more　mllltilateral　interpretation　is　required　con－

ceming七heir拓㎜ation．　We　cannot　ignore　the　involvement　of　religious　people　such　as　phests

of　the　Ritsu　Sect　who　proceeded　to　systematize　ceremonies　involving血neral　rites　in　response

to　requests仕om七he　people允r“peace　in　this　world　and　to　be　rebom　in　a　good　place　in　the
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next　world”，　which　occurred　in　co可unction　with　the　fbrmation　of　village　communities　called

sou．　Furthermore，　the　need　fbr　a　study　that　includes　its　relationship　with　regional　f㎞neral

sites（si七es　where　remains　were　disposed　of）dating　ffom　the　end　of　the　ancient　period　is　a

prerequisite丘）r　this．

　　With　regard　to　this　current　survey，　it　is　considerably　significant　that　a　combined　investiga－

tion　was　conducted　by　means　of　surveys　of　the　actual　conditions　of　both　village　graveyards　in

Higashi－Sanchu　and　the　Uda　disthct　in　the　eastern　part　of　Nara　Basin　that　have　been　under－

stood　fbr　some　time　to　be　areas　where　the　dual　grave　system　existed　and　local　graveyards　in

the　basin　area　which　have　generally　been　understood　fbr　some　time　to　be　areas　where　the

single　grave　system　existed．　The　result　is　that　with　regard　to　local　graveyards　in　the　basin

area　as　well，　it　has　become　clear　that　there　is　a　strong　possibility　that　during　the　early　mod－

em　period　use　of　graveyards　fbllowing　the　dual　grave　system　was　practiced　over　a　consider－

ably　wide　area．　Consequently，　we　may　assume　that　the　huge　dif琵rences　seen　between　grave－

yards　in　present－day　Sanchu　and　Kunnaka　represent　nothing　other　than　a　disintegration　of

the　dual　grave　system　as　well　as　dif丘rences　in　the　rate　at　which　they　changed．

　　This　matter　needs　to　be　studied　toge七her　wi七h　the　findings　of　the　excavation　of　medieval

graveyards　that　is　taking　place　not　only　in　Nara　Prefbcture　but　all　over　the　Kinki　region．　In

light　of　the　fact　that　all　of　the　medieval　graveyards　that　have　been　excavated　in　this　region

basically　constitute　the　building　of　stone　monuments　on　top　of　burial　sites，　meaning　that　they

were　made　fbllowing　the　single　grave　system，　a　huge　problem　arises　in　how　to　consistently

explain　their　dif丘rences　with　the　dual　grave　system七hat　was　adopted　over　a　wide　area　dur－

ing　the　early　modern　period．　This　is　not　merely　restricted　to　changes　in　the　grave　system　that

occurred　in　the　period　between　the　end　of　the　medieval　period　through　to　the　early　modem

period，　but　needs　to　be　considered　within　a　large仕amework　that　entails　the　process　of

change　in　the　burial　systems　and　grave　systems　of　regional　societies　since　the　ancient　period．

This　naturally　involves　issues　relating　to　the　fb㎝ation　of　villages　as　comm皿al　entities

fbrmed　on　the　basis　of　geographical　residence　and　ie，　and　also　cannot　be　solved　without　being

considered　in　relation　to　the　role　played　by　religion，　including　Buddhism，　and　the　sublect　of

the　basic　beliel信of　the　people．

　　This　task　of　explicating　and　understanding　the　significance　of　the　changes　in　this　kind　of

local　society　and　the　changes　to　the　burial　systems　and　grave　systems　spanning　the　period

仕om　the　medieval　period　through　to　the　early　modem　period，　including　the　role　of　Buddhism，

is　an　extremely　large　task．　We　are　keen　to　make　fhrther　eHbrts　to　shed　hght　on　this　question

in　light　of　the　findings　of　the　survey　that　we　have　reported　here．　In　this　sense　as　well，　being
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able　to　record　the　current　situation　of　a　number　of　village　graveyards　and　in允mation　on　all

the　stone　monuments　located　in　Sanchu　and　Kunnaka　in　Nara　Prefbcture　at　the　end　of　the

20th　century　is　a　matter　of　great　significance，　and，　though　there　may　well　be　deficiencies，　we

are＆ankly　delighted　that　we　have　achieved　the　anticipated　o均ectives　of　this　research．　We

will　be　happy　if　the　results　of　this　survey　on　graveyards　in　Nara　Prefbcture　reported　here

should　be　of　even　a　little　use　to　research　on　topics　ranging　ffom　burial　systems　and　grave　sys－

tems　through　to　the　basic　beliel臨of　people，　and　also　social　history　concerning　f㎞nerals．
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