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Construction of the Urban Life in Ancient and Medieval Japan Database
NAKAMURA Taichi

Construction of the Urban Life in Ancient and Medieval Japan Database

NakaMURA Taichi

This paper reports on the Urban Life in Ancient and Medieval Japan Database (Price Charts) that has
been constructed as part of the second stage of research into distribution and consumption in ancient
and medieval cities by Group A of the joint History of Urban Life in Japan research project. It focuses
particular attention on the design and specifications of a database used for data input as well as on the
input procedures.

In the first part of this paper on software and the attributes of the database, I discuss the
fundamental character of the database and the software used for constructing the input database,
which was selected on the basis of this initial determination of the kind of database we required.

Then, in the second part on the construction of the input database and input guidelines, I examine
the considerations and input guidelines for each of the categories of date, price, source material, and
remarks contained in the input database, as well as other aspects such as the forms used for this
input procedure and the system adopted for data collection. I pay particular attention to the method
we adopted for simplifying the data input procedure whereby all of the data were allocated to a
minimum number of input categories.

In the third part concerning the construction of a database for public use, I examine the problems
that arose with regard to the input database in the course of the input procedure undertaken as part
of efforts to make the database available to the public, and the methods we adopted to resolve such
problems. I also describe the issues we faced with the public database in relation to the data that were
used and the search function, display screen layouts and other aspects. This work was undertaken on
the assumption that the database would be made available on the world wide web, and it is in this
context that I explain aspects such as the search guidelines, screen specifications, and a data
download function.

It may be noted that as of the end of July 2003, approximately 34,000 pieces of data on prices had
been entered into the Urban Life in Ancient and Medieval Japan Database.
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