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OHARA Yugaku and the Construction of Kaishinro

Takanasu! Satoshi

Kaishinro, the symbol of the Sei-gaku association, was the crystallization of the activities of OHARA Yugaku in
the Toso region. Kaishinro is also well known as the place that was entered by force by agents and enforcers
working for the Kanto authorities at the beginning of the crackdown on Yugaku. And it was the construction of
the huge building that was Kaishinro that aroused the suspicions of the Kanto authorities concerning Yugaku
in the first place.

During the course of his Edo prosecution, Yugaku and his associates justified Kaishinro as a simple build-
ing born froﬁl the dedication of followers based on the tenet of frugality. Many primary resources remain today
that were produced in the course of the construction of Kaishinro.

Documents dating from the drawings dated April 15, 1849 through to the local construction records of sup-
porters up until the opening of the center on January 19 the following year establish the employment of build-
ers, roofers, tatami makers, stonemasons and plasterers for the construction of the building through to the
purchase of household items such as furniture, dishes, bedding and mosquito nets. At the same time, they also
provide details on the labor provided by the supporters who were mobilized for the building’s construction. It is
precisely the actions of these supporters that serve as a barometer for measuring the competence of OHARA
Yugaku’s Sei-gaku association.

Evidence was given during the Edo prosecution that Yugaku submitted documents to the law court claiming
that the cost of the construction of Kaishinro was upward of 99 ryo of gold and that this money was put up by
nine leading supporters. However, a close inspection of books relating to the construction put the cost upward
of 449 ryo of gold, or as much as 4.5 times the amount that had been declared. Yugaku went to Edo to buy im-
portant materials, and bought pieces of furniture that may well be considered luxury items from well-known
merchants. These purchases alone cost more than 72 ryo of gold.

As many as 4,432 supporters were mobilized over a 180-day period for the construction of Kaishinro, com-
ing from a total of 24 villages. One cannot possibly play down the impact that the construction of Yugaku’s
Kaishinro had on this region. One could say that in light of its size, construction costs, and the number and ori-
gin of the supporters who were mobilized, in one sense it was only natural that the suspicions of the Kanto
authorities were aroused. Kaishinro was destroyed and turned to ruins upon Yugaku’s defeat in the Edo prose-

cution. Two paintings are all that remind us of its former grandeur.
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