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The 3rd REKIHAKU International Symposium of the National Museum of Japanese History:
The Formation of Agricultural Societies and Civilization in East Asia

R

HARUNAR]I, Hideji

[Organizer Address] The formation of agricultural societies in Japan is one of the important issues for the
study of Japanese cultural history. However, the interests of Japanese archaeologists have mainly focused on the
identification of the core area of rice cultivation and its diffusion route to Japanese archipelago. These previous
researches have been very particularistic and fail to present comparable perspectives with those in other
regions. This symposium, "the formation of agricultural societies and civilization on East Asia" aims to establish
common grounds between Japanese archaeologists and researchers in various parts of the world to discuss
these important themes. )

The first session, "the formation processes of agricultural societies”, examines the beginning of cereal cultiva-
tion and associated social change. Geographic scope will cover Europe, West Asia, China, Korea, and Japan. The
discussion will center on the comparison between food-producers and hunter-gatherers. The second and third
session, "urbanization and state formation", deals with urbanization specifically in Chinese cases. We will discuss
cities, states, and ideological changes associated urbanization in East Asia and compare the Chinese examples
with Japanese Jomon, Yayoi, and Kofun cultures.

The topics raised in this symposium are all vital and universal issues in archaeology: We hope this sympo-
sium will present new perspectives in the study of agricultural societies in East Asia.
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