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The Bronze Culture of Japan viewed from East Asia
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[Abstract] In the Japanese archipelago, sharp-edged stone tools and weapons were replaced by iron imple-
ments. Bronze tools never become the primary type. However, one may call the unique culture of the Yayoi
period (5th or 4th B.C. to 3rd centuries A.D.) , in which bronze implements had special applications, a bronze
culture. Bronze implements appeared in Japan during the Yayoi period when rice cultivation began in earnest.
The original source of the Japanese bronze tools was the Central Plain of China and the direct source was the
Korean peninsula.

In northern Kyusyu, practical weapons brought from the Korean peninsula were used as weapons and as
burial accessories. However, shortly thereafter, bronze implement became progressively larger. Blades and sock-
ets were no longer affixed and the implements lost their function as weapons. Iron swords and daggers came to
be used as weapons. Bronze halberds and socketed spearheads were made larger and ceased to be used as bur-
ial accessories in graves. They came to be buried in the ground on the outskirts of villages and on the slopes of
hills and mountains at the edges of plains.

Bronze bells representative of the bronze implement of the Kinki and Tokai regions are very different from
those of their original sources in China and the Korean peninsula. From the beginning, Japanese bronze bells
were large and become progressively larger. As they approached the zenith of their size, their production was
suddenly halted. They all were patterned and some had drawings on them. The figures drawing the bronze
bells are mainly deer, heron, cranes and human figures. According to ancient Japanese literarture, folklore and
lifestyles, deer represented the spirit of the land, cranes and heron represented the spirit of rice and human fig-
ures represented the ancestors. One may conclude that these bronze bells were religious implements to sanctify
the most important gods of the era, the spirits for rice crops; land, rice and the ancestors.

In the Central Plain in China where bronze bells originated, they were religious implements which beck-
oned the gods by the sound and radiance of metal. This characteristic did not change as the bells were transmit-
ted through China's North-eastern region (Liaoning) and across the Korean peninsula. However, during the
transition bronze bells ceased to be rung and came to be solely objects to be looked at. The large bronze bells
became regalia which held a spiritual meaning. They became the symbols of groups. This also influenced the
people of northean Kyusyu who came to possess weapon-like regalia and began the trend toward larger bells.

The bronze bells were used as enshrinement implements passed from generation to generation over time.
Finally, they were buried in the ground according to a certain method. The bells'burial locations are the same as
those at which bronze implement was buried in northern Kyusyu. These are locations that can be considered
the border between the human world and the natural world. If one estimates the period of the burials from the
beginning of the first century A.D. to the latter half of the second century, this corresponds to periods of crisis
and warfare in the Japanese archipelago. These burials were probably meant as offerings of the most important
symbol of one's group to the gods as a prayer for victory in battle.

Only specific types of Japanese bronze implement, such as bronze swords, spears and bells for use in rituals
and as group symbols, was produced in large amounts. The raw materials for bronze implement were obtained
first from the Korean peninsula and later from northern China. The center of bronze implement production was
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in the northern Kyusyu, Kinki and Tokai regions. It seems there was also production in northern Shikoku and
the San'in regions. In the Kinki region, production was in northern Osaka, southern Osaka and Nara. There are
differences in shape and size. The value of bronze religious implements was extremely high. The distribution of
bronze bells had the significance of creation of a common spiritual world with specific rituals employing bronze
bells. Moreover, the party which bestowed the bells imposed some sort of debt onto the party which received
them. The fact that bells distributed in the same area were created by several production groups suggests
there may have been competition among the production groups for distribution.

As bronze ware shifted from general religious implements to group symbols, the geographical consolidation
of groups was accomplished. That is to say fate and the rise and fall of political power was combined.
Production of both the bronze spears of Kyusyu and the bronze bells of the Kinki and Tokai regions ceased
immediately after they reached their largest dimensions. That was due to the fact that a final outcome to the
battles for political power had been reached and a new symbol was created. Strongly connected to the develop-
ment of the political world and based on the condition that raw materials could not be obtained at an individ-
ual's expense, bronze implement of Japan developed as a group symbol. Therefore, bronze culture of Japan was

different from those of China, the Korean peninsula and Southeast Asia.
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Fig.l1 Bronze cultures in Asia. Bold characters indicate minimum dates for bronze manufacture for Japan and the beginning

of the Bronze Age in other areas. Italic characters indicate minimum dates for the Iron Age.
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Fig. 2 Bronze cutting tools and weapons of Korea
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Fig. 3 Bronze cutting tools, weapons and ritual instruments of Japan (except bronze bell)
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2 #H—t-XFMEL LB

AEFHG LR, FHEOMEIERICP R VOPERIZLRRIZ, FATH, BAD) b
L S o700 WNTIIME] - X - HF2HD, BROBEL I T TORENSMEL1E
ST EExBotz. LAL, TTHESESL, ROTH, 2L THIXNEL, REIHFZT
W&o TLE D,

IO WEFELZTTh L, —FISSHMEED, MXEFo2Z W H ol L L, REIIHE
DEEIZIFEAL-RIELTLE). FiE - FPS5OBLOSWERBRNIL, LM FHTE
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8 HHlgE DM Fig. 8  Sites buried the bronze ritual instruments.
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Fig.9 Excavated buildings and associated bronze bells and socketed spearheads.
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Tab.2  Associations of the various types of the Dotaku buried in each sites

= Kanba, Shimane

L D B B sm R
W | B L MR BE EA | D | B <R | k2T AT
Ti—q: 1
2 i
I—1X 3 19 2
— 25K 111 1 1 1 2
m—15 2 1 2
~= 25 2 1 6 1 1 8
V—15K 1 1 3 1 2
—2%K 1 3
S —3% CR
KBRS — i3t
Atobe,Osaka —5K 1
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27l &l B,

EROMEDH B, BHFIOMTHAE - FgE L IEWAE355095 8%k, & E223cm, EX
1lkg, BEERIFAMEREITEDLDITEEA S, FRIIHLT, BREFMIIHEREREILI -1
S, WE1347cm, EX454kg, BEFERII2ELERETH A ), BT L Toffy, EXIC
LC4LH53, ChaEEDBBS00EMICBELENTH L, bRAICHEDOMEGIEIHE &5~9cm,
LB OMSIZ9~16cmTH %, FEOKE SOHKI, FEILEIBEANOHEOHMKER
LTwa,

FO—F, LWMNOME - WX - #F KRBT 2. BHEOWFITERBRFERB LA T, EX
#18cm, EE#H140gTH B, FRIIH L TERFOHEFIIEFEEEH AT, E&H9%0cm, EX
¥33kgTh b, BREDMFICL HRE EESII6MEH, ESEBFHMLTHBY, KEMLOBEMILH
BLEr —IlT 5, HWIZHIBLAY, ZORKEZEHELERTHS I,

HWMEOFRNE, -85 - 880 5% 5%, 209 LMORMKOSIIZE S5 &, HEMIPELEH
5, BICIEFHEIES2S s Shiz v, REFRFOREEME, NR» S OFEROMIEIC
BELEROE s eThiE, BAREZETHD, MErRBICLTEREAFTAIENTEL
DA, REZHETH 5,

3 FRBAITOEH

HRAERMROFRRSEE, YMRIRBFELTHY, BAOEICEIZEL TV, RHETRBFLLT
OBEL BLLIERBELED IO LT L TEA»LHER, RO &ICHREE 2 BT 25
BANEEAT S, KELRE, KREBEORSBE, RIOFMTHS, EMOEKRIE, GHRICEBELTH
CRBZEMLTCHD L 2E-THHBI L) L THBH I ABAMBNICL o TEERH
HYBICHETANE, HEOMESAEEET2HNEIER - EEEOWFHEESERICS
HMLTWEDIE, 1, 2HEOTHHADOBIEENHORKKR LKA LB TWDE. ANIEKORET,
HIXFHORBFCHBIER 72D THD (H1d).

SSEIL 1 BE SRR Z#EYD, 2HEICLR2E, BEXFInExITL0bBbIS, i
KELHY B 2D XHICIERCERE MR, BRELXHEREELILENL TS, B plid
B, BOTZEERELLRLZLZTOMETH S,

ZL T, B&134cm, E&45kg, WREKRD 5] 2EoolEEk, WEORTIIKRDLS,

ZD—F, ThEITHEOTMABIIR L TR TEIAEL S, BRENESESETRO» -
78k, HETR Do LdHL—HE2EL, BETE I HEOMBEICHEOR) 2RO TLE
572DTHb, RboTLEWME - BMR»SEILE TOHAREBHZHEOT 201, HEAZHE
LizAROEEESDETHL, ZORKIE, HEDO—EH0mISET 5, 2 R EPEoMETN
AR 3 FIEEREL, KTRELE:, KEOKREMoFICEETHS, HEICHLTHIER
THEOSHE» OB T 2E S, 2 HLEFCAROBEO ZFEICREH 2T - REH
SOmOBHHEEBEEFEL, HEENICMH o, BELlEL - 8 - X2 boKR - EE%
e, HehOComL, ERERMT S LEL L5,

TR - BROKEERTE, 1> OWBELEVHS, 2 ICRs e, =AML ITRH
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I-1X~T11- 1 X (AR
Type II = 1 to Type Il - 1, made of clay mold

WK E
o &

B SFRHEM 054
BT Fig. 11 Distribution of raw materials

SRR N E for molds.
I-1-2Xs5%
- 15X88s%

cenOm

M- 2 X (L RSFEH)
Type - 2, made of stone mold

1 KB - BRE

Higashinara, Osaka made of stone

O $psseht it s
® 6 XARZLHMIAE

A IME 4 RREWME
© MR

B10 SAEE0 ik & B OB EHEER

Fig. 10 Bronze bell factory sites and distribution routes of the products.

2 Karako-Kagi, Nara
made of clay
R12 i ipE (1 - 2) , HdE (3 - 4) , HEEKRAE (5 - 6) O 13 fsEogH (1A%, 218
Fig. 12 The bronze bells presumably made in Kawachi(1,2); Fig. 13 Molds of the bronze bells
in Settsu(3,4); and presumably in Yamtato (? 5:6)
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FEELIIWS, NHORFIRIKS, BRLLTVWEDT, ERIIELLALDTHE, RO
HEZ TR0, HAOBHEZHOLOTH B,

ZHACICENEFNOR S 2H 5L TRYE Lo 2RO FEOREZIT 2 O DH Y &,
KO = AE L LMAMOFTF IEN L VP LRI RBERZER 5,

1~ 3k, AR, FHWOMBBIH, TRENERSPLEH M2 OREE LB L#
S 1BRTH o7z RBOBBIIRLZ-TH, FORESTHRVH o/, BFWOEEH 1 m%E L
L7t &, TLCERGBREZEIHFUE, FiF, ERIROF T EIBEORNK % 4E
THMARLEIE L TEERRHE R L

REBMRICE B L, 2t ORDVE, FEIZALR, BRPEZEEICIIVTAZEICL-T
BLUIRBE LI 8F - WETREEIEZ0R, FhoIIRDL [HERKAORE] LT
HRORIFHES L, BRVEATEMBENEREBLOEREOBBRZHODTRBII L7205 T
BRWEA 9 R 2002]. £O—7F, HHCHEALZRERSE - &0, 3ttEh Il &
REBEZEENAL EREOM A BIPRZ Mo & oOHE L L TRASh 5,

4 FBORWAL

$s%IE, THICERAZTEZERMIED RETRO2 5, JUMNTIE, S8 - #% - S 1324540
WEICBIZEL TWwaA, R THEMTA2EH10%5, JUNTIIEMIE T 5010, REARL ERELUH
PHTHb. MMOTMIILE I LBAMNBNTHo7:, LARERT L, HHLOF OB LA
ERMETHRIEBI R, ZIUCRNORBEEEDLILICE T, FVE21OLHETEHO
Thb, HEOHMMOGELEZTLIVIESL),

AR OEMAEIL, RERICHEL, RESICEALZ. BUAK - RFEBHICH LT 2MTFOM
Bz, BOOHFEXARSYE, A 7T+ uF-—WHELE2 27008 BEAANT, Lo T
K#E, FREROHET, MAOLOTHLRITER ST, BRI —20RBICIET S
Zkilh b,

BT 2R ¥ELIEIBFZ20EBIL, FREEEICRESE L, MAEFTHETE, 208FIE,
ARMbE W) EER E 72, KBRIRERTIEICE-T, IF2FERALLIETEH2EETH S,

LMIMEDHF O3t v LK, RilFFEO ZaXWEORE b2t EEL
WLE, FLTHESENFEZTH2HELVL 3 LD TEFTOZ S, RHFAOEHAMFIL =
AFBEO IO —EH LMY RAA TV D, THOMSFH AR, ZEXFFOBET A E2 BRI 72
ZEREREBEIZEZTYS HEK 2002]. A WIE, BRICRBEESLZVED I, ANOHED
BUETAD, G@FBIIRRLzhd Lk, HUusXREREBROBRICBETSE, HEBLAH
DHRBITHET 5.

A KDORIL - BAR - BITIZ, HEEZRIRDYIC, Z2oRMBOMELFXE2ERZL
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HL, MR8 EEIV LD TH S,
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Dagger made in Izumo (Shimane)
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EBANEDRT
Spearhead and Halberd

made in Kyushu
(Fukuoka and Saga)
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HEE L E E s EEMANEOHE

Dagger made in Shikoku  Bell made in Kinki
(Ehime and Kagawa)  (Osaka,Nara and Hyogo)

B4 FAERROFRESEONM (T 1 FEfk)
Fig.14 Distribution map of the bronze ritual instruments of the Yayoi period (1c.B.C.to 1c.A.D.)
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Bronze ritual instruments
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Fig.15 Changes in the mound burial type from the Yayoi period to the Kofun period.
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