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The Western Expansion of Agriculture in West Asia
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[Abstract] The agricultural society in West Asia based on the domestication of grains, legumes and ungulate
animals is supposed to be originated in the Levant. Anatolia, especially the highland beyond the Taurus
Mountains, is assumed to play an important role in the spreading of the early farming society toward the west,
ultimately reaching in West Europe.

In central Anatolia the earliest farming society so far was founded in the first haif of the 7th millennium b.c.
According to the evidence from Agikli Hoyiik, no domesticated animals was attested, while the wheat cultivation
was already practiced. It seems likely that the agricultural society based on both plant and animal domestication
was established in the beginning of the Pottery Neolithic, the 6th millennium b.c. Northwestern Turkey was
inhabited by the local hunter-gatherers with microlithic industry, which is comparable to Epi-Gravettian, even in
the early Holocene. The early farming villages appeared in the middle of the 6th millennium b.c. From the
beginning there was the evidence of plant and animal domestication. It can be concluded that the new way of

subsistence was introduced from central Anatolia.
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