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The World of Riverside Livelihood: Present of Masu Salmon (On-
chorhynchus masou) Fishing Along the Arakawa River in Niigata,
Japan

DEGucHI Akiko

This paper will trace various changes on masu salmon (Onchorhynchus masou) fishing in
the Arakawa River in the north of Niigata since the beginning of 1990s, and then will discuss
how we human beings should interact with rivers at present. After living in the sea, some
masu salmons start to swim upstream in January before spawning in fall, and most of them
do so in spring. It is said that the so—called “spring masu salmons” in a river have fat, and
river water makes them tasty. Therefore, they are traded at higher prices than masu salmon
in the sea.

Inhabitants along the Arakawa River basin form fishermen'’s cooperative association. About
25 members of the association pay fishing fees and engage in masu salmon fishing. Gillnet
fishing is used for the fishing. It is difficult to catch the spring masu salmons, which are the
highest—rank fish in a river. Thus river fishermen have competed with each other to get im-
proved skills for the fishing: They have accumulated folk knowledge of their ecology and con-
trived to make an efficient artificial ate for slack water. On the other hand, the association
has made efforts to regulate fishing within the basin: It has lessened unfairness between the
upper stream reaches and the lower reaches, and has prohibited excessive ways of fishing in
order to regulate fishing.

Masu salmons spend time from upstream swimming to spawning in a river. They live there
for longer time than dog salmons (Onchorhynchus keta). In addition, they stay in a river
about a couple of years after incubation. Thus the environment in a river tends to have ef-
fects on them. The number of them is on remarkable decrease, and they are difficult to artifi-
cially propagate. Fishermen along the Arakawa River have paid attention to these points,
started to propagate masu salmons, and stuck to gillnet fishing. As a result, the Arakawa
River has been known as the river where a lot of masu salmons are caught. Furthermore, the
fishermen have made sustainable use of the environment not for the only dog salmon propa-
gation but for various purposes. The variety of attitudes toward the environment has been re-
garded as a cultural feature in the area.

However, the amount of masu salmons caught has recently diminished, and the size of
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them has tended to be small. In addition, lure fishing for masu salmons was admitted after
the right of fishery was reconsidered in 2004. Thus, about 200 people may come to fish them.
That is, leisure fishing has been added to fishing for subsistence, and then the former is go-
ing to be major part of masu salmon fishing, In the near future, the acceptance of leisure
fishing will result in a new conflict between the upper stream reaches and the lower reaches.
Even after the reorganization of the Arakawa River basin, we should fully realize the knowl-
edge and experience of the river fishermen because they have been concerned in the Arakawa
River and have full knowledge of it. We should not focus only on the lure fishing, but guaran-

tee the variety in the sustainable use of the environment.
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