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The Propaganda of the Navy in the 1930s and the Concept of Developing a National Organization: The Development of the Navy
League and its Activities
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The Propaganda of the Navy in the 1930s and the Concept of Developing a
National Organization: The Development of the Navy League and its Activi-
ties

TsucHIDA Hiroshige

It is well known that the propaganda of the Japanese military following the Manchurian Incident
exhibited considerable power in leading public opinion in the direction of militarism. However, until
now research has centered on the propaganda of the Army, with little attention paid to the Navy.
The reason for this is that the contents, scale and impact of Navy propaganda are regarded as hav-
ing been inferior to that of the Army.

The biggest reason why propaganda of the Navy did not match that of the Army can be found in
the weakness of the Navy's popularity. Propaganda of the Army was strong because the Army was
able to use the reservists’ association that had many members among the people and played the
role of intermediary between the military and the people. The fundamental differences in the nature
of army and naval forces meant that an overwhelming majority of reservists was from the Army.
Consequently, although the reservists’ association was an organization for both the Army and Navy,
it was in effect an army organization.

However, during the 1930s, the Navy was pressured to propagandize the national defense, as
was the case with the Army, whereupon it tried to reinforce its weak popularity. The method cho-
sen by the Navy to do this was to expand the Navy League, an existing organization. With the guid-
ance and support of naval authorities, the Navy League welcomed as its new chairman Makoto
Saito, a naval senior who yielded considerable political clout. It set up sub—branches in each prefec-
ture of Japan with the prefectural governors as chairmen, and went all out to recruit members. They
put considerable effort into propaganda directed at preliminary negotiations for the Second London
Naval Disarmament Conference held in 1934 and the conference proper that was scheduled for the
following year. Their assertions represented the opinion of the Japanese Navy, criticizing the cur-
rent treaty system for naval disarmament and seeking parity in arms with Britain and the United
States. This organized propaganda, which had never been seen at earlier disarmament talks, united
national opinion behind hard line policy and resulted in Japan's withdrawal from the international

naval disarmament treaty system.
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