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A Study on the Spatial Composition of the Towns
During the Transition Period from Medieval to Early Modern :
An Analysis Comparing the Form of Dwelling Lots of the Towns
in Koshu Area by Means of Kenchicho in the Early Edo Period
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A Study on the Spatial Composition of the Towns During the Transition
Period from Medieval to Early Modern : An Analysis Comparing the Form
of Dwelling Lots of the Towns in Koshu Area by Means of Kenchicho in
the Early Edo Period

Ito Hirohisa

This paper seeks to clarify the character of spatial composition of the towns such as post town of
Koshu Road, market town, Zernkoji temple town, Kofu castle town and Osi (Lower Shinto priests) town
during the transition period from medieval to early modern (during the 16th and 17th centuries),
through an analysis of the form of dwelling lots by means of surviving archival materials on landtenure
called Kenchicho registered in the early Edo period.

Features of the spatial composition are as follows.

In small new post towns with market which have been established by Takeda Familly, tanzaku
(like a strip of paper) typed land division was not detected yet in the 16th century. And such
intensional town planning should be pressumed to be adopted only in the politically and strategically
important towns such as post towns of Koshu Road and Zenkoji temple town.

At the beginning of the 17th century, tanzaku typed land division were generally used in town
planning belonging to the countryside. This type of dwelling lots had the standard form (width of
dwelling lot is about 6 ken and depth is under 30 ken) under the influence of the method of town
planning on the fringe of Kofu castle town.

On the other hand, the depth of medieval tanzaku typed land division in Zenkoji temple town
which has been founded since the middle of 16th century was deeper than 30 kex of these in the early
Edo period.

Concerning Oshi town, it has the large tanzaku typed land division (width of dwelling lot is about
15 ken and depth is 80 ken on average), and one tanzaku type lot holded several dwellings for large
familly including the frontage buildings for subordinate habitans called Kadoyashiki . Such complex
dwelling pattern indicates one of the typical utilization of dwelling lots for upper class habitants (called

Otona) of the late medieval post town.
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