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The Process of the Formation of the Second Sakura Infantry Regiment
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The Process of the Formation of the Second Sakura Infantry Regiment

MivacHr Masato

Empirical basic data based on authentic historical sources are of primary importance for the exhibition “The
Sakura Regiment in Wartime Japan” scheduled for July and August 2006. Since various types of materials exist
covering the time from the Manchurian Incident through to Japan’s defeat in 1945, there is an abundance of
historical sources that form a basis for such data. However, with regard to the period before the Sino-Japanese
War of 1894 — 95, among the histories of that time it is only the “History of the Second Mito Regiment” edited
by a former military personnel in 1988 that provides some clues about the Sakura Regiment. Consequently, it is
necessary to once again verify this history using primary sources, especially “Ministry of War Logbooks.” There
is also a need to explain how, while the Sakura Regiment was being formed, the Sakura (Chiba) Regiment
Headquarters controlled conscripted soldiers, local veterans” associations and reserves during the Showa period.

This paper clarifies the following three points concerning the critical issues outlined above. First, it eluci-
dates the actual process of the assembly of the three battalions at the Sakura barracks in June 1884 as a result
of national conscription that had been introduced in 1873. It demonstrates the direct impact that the dispatch of
soldiers to Taiwan in 1874, the Seinan War of 1877 and policies for military expansion with the objective of the
overseas deployment of troops in 1882 and 1883 had on the formation of the Second Regiment. It also demon-
strates that soldiers born in 1849 through 1851 who were provisionally conscripted in August 1874 became con-
scripts the following year and were sent to the Seinan War in 1877. In addition, this paper shows that the trans-
fer of the Second Battalion from Utsunomiya to Sakura in 1884 occurred at a time of military expansion
throughout the country.

Second, with regard to constraints on the formation of conscripted regiments associated with the creation of
sites for regimental training, this paper brings to light the correlation between the time of completion of build-
ings for the First Battalion, Third Battalion and regimental headquarters and the creation of a shooting range
and the mandatory removal of the houses of former warriors.

Third, in the beginning conscription was carried out with the cooperation of village and town officials and of-
fices. However, in 1878 and 1879 an initial plan was broken down and a conscription control organization,
which had not originally been envisioned, began to make a contribution. This paper also describes the system-
atic completion of the regimental headquarters in the decade after 1887 within the context of the formation of

the Sakura Regiment.
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