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The Daily Life of the Sakura Regiment : As Described in the 1934 Diary of a Private First Class
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The Daily Life of the Sakura Regiment : As Described in the 1934 Diary of a Pri-
vate First Class

IcuiNose Toshiya

The activities of the 57th Sakura Infantry Regiment on the battlefield are relatively well known from a num-
ber of regimental histories and memoirs. However, little is known about the daily life and thoughts of soldiers
during peacetime. The aim of this paper is to reconstruct the daily training and life of soldiers in the regiment
from the study of a diary written virtually everyday by a private first class in the regiment in 1934. The diarist
most likely took up his position in January 1933 and then left the regiment on July 19, 1934. The diary contains
entries from January 1 through August 18, 1934, by which time he had been discharged from the regiment.

This paper attempts to reconstruct the daily lives of soldiers and covers the topics of exercises and duties in
Chiba, exercises at the foot of Mt. Fuji, competitive sports and loyalty to the regiment, everyday clothing, food
and shelter, un-official forms of punishment, and the relationship between the regiment and the local commu-
nity. It also takes a look at how the soldiers regarded the regiment they were attached to and whether this con-
stituted support for the Imperial Army. It may be noted that this diary, with the exception of the part following
the writer’s discharge from the regiment which is not directly related to the daily activities of the regiment, has

been republished in full to provide background information.
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