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The Calendar Age in the Middle Yayoi Period : Focussing on the
Material of Discovered from Harunotsuji Site, Nagasaki Prefecture
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The Calendar Age in the Middle Yayoi Period : Focussing on the Material
of Discovered from Harunotsuji Site, Nagasaki Prefecture

Fujio Shin’ichiro and IMaMURA Mineo

This paper examines calendar ages for the Middle Yayoi period in the northern part of Kyushu. By
applying AMS C dating to carbonized materials adhering to Middle Yayoi pottery excavated from the
Harunotsuji site in Nagasaki Prefecture, we were able to obtain and calibrate the dates for these ma-
terials to the end of Early Yayoi, the first half of Middle Yayoi and the second half of Middle Yayoi. As
a consequence, we learned that the dates for the end of Early Yayoi and the first half of Middle Yayoi
are around 200 years earlier than formerly thought. There has been criticism that the results of radio-
carbon dating for carbonized materials adhering to pottery could be older than they really were due
to the influence of the reservoir effect of the ocean in food. However, because this time round we si-
multaneously dated lacquer samples from the first half and second half of Middle Yayoi, we were able
to confirm that our results left no room for criticism. Furthermore, the calibrated dating of a Tateiwa-
type jar used for burial containing a bronze mirror made in the West Han Dynasty to the second half
of Middle Yayoi does not conflict either with the period in which the mirror was made.

Consequently, it was possible to reconfirm that AMS C dating of samples of carbonized materials
adhering to pottery that are reliably related to pottery types is an extremely useful method for deter-

mining calendar ages for Japanese archaeology, which has a very precise pottery chronology.
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