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Itsukushima Jinja Gyokuden (Inner Sanctuaries)
in Hiroshima Prefecture : Naigu and Gegu
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Itsukushima Jinja Gyokuden (Inner Sanctuaries) in Hiroshima
Prefecture : Naigu and Gegu

Yamapa Takeharu

Itsukushima Shrine, which is the ichinomiya for Aki Province, is composed of Naigu and Gegu.
The Naigu (now called Itsukushima Jinja) and Gegu (now called Jigozen Jinja) each have Omiya main
building and Marodo main building. Both of the Omiya main building have six inner sanctuaries and
both of the Marodo main building have five inner sanctuaries respectively. Inner sanctuaries are small
buildings that house sacred items which are representations of deities. The placement of inner sanctu-
aries in Itsukushima Shrine began extremely early and dates back to 1168. The research on the inside
of the main building of major shrines in Aki Province shows that many still have inner sanctuaries
dating from the medieval period. It is conceivable, therefore, that the inner sanctuaries of Itsukushima
Shrine had a significant influence on the installation of inner sanctuaries in Aki Province.

This paper, based on firsthand study, discusses the features of the inner sanctuary of Gegu (Jigozen
Jinja), which is the oldest extant example of Itukushima Shrine, rebuilt in 1760. The study proves that
the inner sanctuary of Gegu was faithfully modeled on the style of inner sanctuary of Naigu (the cur-
rent Itukushima Jinja).

Next, the paper makes a detailed examination of the size, style and design of the Itukushima
Shrine’s inner sanctuary from the old documents of Itukushima Shrine; mainly using the one of 1237,
another of 1569 and two others of medieval times. Taking into account the resuits of the field investi-
gation of Gegu’s inner sanctuary, the diagram of the inner sanctuary of Naigu, when the main building
was rebuilt in 1241, is demonstrated.

The paper also discusses the architectural features of the restored inner sanctuary, such as the
adoption of the kirizuma-style roof, the removing of misedana from the facade, the use of squared
pillars, and the low height of the floor. This research shows that the inner sanctuaries of Itukushima
Shrine are closely associated with the spread, development and changes of inner sanctuaries in Aki

Province and were the original model for the inner sanctuaries in this province.
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