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The Addition of “Rokaku” Structures during the Kammu Era
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The Addition of “Rokaku” Structures during the Kammu Era

Yamapa Kunikazu

In the Heian palace built by Emperor Kammu there were corridors called"yokuro’extending from the right and left
of the palace and gates, and it was not uncommon for structures called‘rokaku’to be built at the end of these corridors.
Some examples are the Daigokuden which serves as the main Chodo-in, the Qutenmon at the southern gate of the
Chodo-in and the Burakuden, the main building of the Buraku-in. A recent investigation has revealed that at the Na-
gaoka palace too, yokuro and rokaku were added at the southern gate of the Chodo-in. This paper examines the signifi-
cance of these structures.

In China, rokaku structures were built in the walled cities of the Sui and Tang dynasties. Two examples are the
Yingtianmen which serves as the front gate to the Luoyang palace and the Hanyuandian which is the main building of
the Damingong of the Chang'an palace. The Chengtianmen at the front gate of the imperial palace at Changan is also
thought to have been built in the same style. These additional rokaku structures in Sui and Tang walled cities were
used as places where the emperor came into contact with outside society. We may conclude, therefore, that Emperor
Kammu built these additional rokaku structures at the Nagaoka and Heian palaces by incorporating such elements from

walled Chinese cities.
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