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Bulletin of the National Museum of Japanese History
Vol. 134 March 2007

Changes at Dazaifu in the 8th and 9th Centuries

Yamamura Nobuhide

Dazaifu is located on a trough-like isthmus in northern Kyushu that links the Fukuoka plain and the Tsukushi plain.
The existence of roads constructed in a planned grid pattern suggests the existence of a grid plan. Documents describe
a“left block"and “right block, and it is believed that it followed the style of a walled capital city. The Dazaifu of the 8th
century is described as“one of the cities of the land”in the Man'yoshu and other written sources even though for officials
from the central government it was"provincial and far from the capital”. The discovery of a sizeable resident population
and tombs similar to those in the capital from excavated remains suggests that it was a space with urban characteristics.

When reviewing simultaneously the remains of government offices, residential districts, hillside fortifications and
temples uncovered by surveys undertaken at Dazaifu to identify changes that occurred from the 8th century through
the 9th century, in each category we find similar evidence of prosperity near the second half of the 8th century and la-
tency and transformation in the early 9th century. In the 9th century, the provincial offices of the provinces in Saikaido
(present-day Kyushu) were grand buildings with foundation stones and tiles. From the structure of industrial produc-
tion which was divided among the regions and movement between the provinces it is evident that a considerable tide
of change was taking place. In this sense, it is possible to place the dynamic relics extracted from Dazaifu within the pe-
riod of transformation of the regional dynamism of ancient Saikaido. It is assumed that the Dazaifu government situated
at its present location was abolished in the middle of the 11th century and that the demise of the distinctive grid pattern

took place around the first half of the 12th century.
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