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The Remains of Ushikubi Kilns and the Kyushu Sue Ware Production System from the End of the 8th Century
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The Remains of Ushikubi Kilns and the Kyushu Sue Ware Production System from the
End of the 8th Century

Isuik1 Hidetaka

A study was made of production trends and changes in the types of ware produced at 8th century and later Sue ware
kilns in Saikaido, present-day Kyushu, by investigating the remains of Ushikubi kilns in Chikuzen. It reveals that in
Chikuzen at around the latter part of the 7th century there was a concentration of kilns at the Ushikubi kiln site, the re-
sult of a change to a system of one kiln per province. It is thought that this production system was intended to supply
the Dazaifu government that was established during this period, and it would appear from the wide distribution of prod-
ucts that during this time the production system in Kyushu centered on Dazaifu. However, from the middle through to
the end of the 8th century, new production areas emerged along with a reorganization of existing production areas in
the island’s provinces. There is no evidence of the production of jars (“kame”) and large jars from this time at the Ushi-
kubi kiln site, and the size of kilns became smaller as well. Large jars produced in Higo have been excavated from the
area surrounding Dazaifu, suggesting that they replaced those made at Ushikubi. This is thought to represent an inter-
regional division of labor whereby jars from Higo not produced in the Ushikubi kilns were brought to the area, suggest-
ing the existence of a policy in Dazaifu for the production of Sue ware. Sue ware production prospered in Higo Province
from this time through the 9th century. Its products were taken around the country where they had an influence on
earthenware made in local kilns. From this we can assume that from the middle through to the latter part of the 8th cen-
tury the production system centered on Dazaifu gradually changed to a system that centered on production in Higo, il-
lustrating that in Kyushu the center of production was shifted at different times.

Although there were other provinces in Kyushu that like Chikuzen had a one province, one kiln system for Sue
ware production, basically systems were arranged on a regional level with a particular geographical area, such as a plain,
comprising one unit. There are many remains of kilns from Higo Province that were actively producing during the pe-
riod from the middle through to the end of the 8th century, which serves as a good example of a production system ad-
opted on a regional level.

During the 9th century Higo Province not only produced Sue ware but also began concentrating on iron production,
a change indicative of the decline of the Dazaifu government and surrounding government offices. This suggests that a
transformation was taking place in local communities involved in production marking a change from the 8th century,

though as the reasons for this are unclear further investigation is needed.
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