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Study of Archaeological Site Formation Process Using AMS Radiocarbon
Dating

MuramoTO Shuzou, KoBayasH! Ken'ichi, SAkaAMoTO Minoru

and Marsuzaki Hiroyuki

Radiocarbon dating was carried out at Miwanoyama site, Chiba, Japan and Urajiri site,
Fukushima, Japan. Some problems in an estimate of site formation process should be pointed out.

It had been recognized as a successive formation of the southwest bank-like remain of Mi-
wanoyama site. However, the duration turned out to be variable and a dormant period was figured
out as well, which lasted about 300 to 400 years according to the radiocarbon dating. Also the typo-
logy of potsherd and the radiocarbon date of charcoal both excavated at the bank-like remain indi-
cated different dispersion of site formation period.

As for Dainomaekita shell mound of Urajiri site, it had been recognized that the formation
started at Daigi6 stage, and the main stage was Daigi7a according to the pottery typology. However,
the radiocarbon date of charred seed showed newer age than expected for about one stage. The us-
age of the mound might be changed for the main stage of the shell layer turned out to be Daigi7b.
Although this stage represents broad calibrated age, more precise estimation might be possible by
comparison between the wiggle of calibration curve and radiocarbon dating of fine soil and shell lay-

€rs.
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