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Shinto and Buddhism as Depicted in Historical Materials Related to Suwa Shrines
of the Kamakura Period : Temporal Characteristics of Medieval Imperial Writings

IHARA Kesao

Documents such as “Azuma Kagami” and “Kanazawa Bunko Bunsho” comprise the core of archival
material dating from the early Kamakura period on the history of the Suwa shrine, while numerous collections
of materials were written on Suwa religious beliefs during the late Kamakura period, including “Suwa Kimon”,
“Suwa Shichu”, “Ryuben Shiki”, “Nakanori Asonki”, and “Suwa Kogen, Kogisuiketu-shu”. A common
feature of these materials is that each constitutes a basic corpus of materials collected as a result of the union
between the Kamakura Suwa clan and Buddhist priests associated with Kanezawa Shomyo-ji temple. During the
Kamakura period, Suwa religious beliefs took hold in the Kanto region following the compilation of Suwa Engi
to form a body of knowledge that could not be acquired from national histories and the various records of the
central government. The vows, utterances, and writings of deities were recorded, and a belief setting great store
in these as divine messages from deities became popular. Shinto beliefs unique to this Suwa religion were created,
including beliefs that the Suwa Ohori (head priest) was a living deity and that this deity resided in the shrine altar.
Another was the belief in rebirth based on the “rebirth ceremony” of the deity Suwa Myojin. Suwa priests were
familiar with the nembutsu belief (in the after-life) in Buddhism and at a time when it was commonly believed
that Buddhist priests would be reborn as serpents, Suwa Shinto emerged as a separate religion as a result of
tension with Buddhism. This paper argues that Suwa Shinto came into being as a set of beliefs before Ise Shinto

or Yoshida Shinto.
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