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The Structure of Watanabe-mura : lllustrations and Discriminated People
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The Structure of Watanabe-mura : Illustrations and Discriminated People

MURAKAMI Norio

This paper aims to discuss discriminated people as an inter_nal other culture. I will examine
illustrations of Kawata-mura, Watanabe-mura in Osaka and will clarify a gap between concrete image
and social conscious towards discriminated people in early-modern period.

Watanabe-mura was part of Shimonaniwamura in the late seventeenth century. Although some
previous studies suggest several reconstruction of this village, there still are discussions about its
spatial structure.

When we compare “Yuraisho” and illustration of the landscape of the Watanabe-mura at the time
when it was Shimonaniwa-mura territory, there were three main roads from north to south and the
village was letter “E”-shaped with four machi, and two machi were later added to the south part of the
village.

These landscapes had influence over Genroku-period when the village was later removed to Kizu-
mura territory.

Several studies already pointed out that there were several unnatural special features in
maintaining the machi-community of Shimonanba-mura.

Nevertheless, Watanabe-mura has been united as machi before and after the relocation, and it is
known that the existence of community had impact on its landscape.

However, according to a map made during early-modern period the Hankou-Osakazu “Zoushuu
kaisei sesshuu Osaka chizu”, renown as the largest and most detailed map showing curves of
complicated roads, Watanabe-mura is only shown as “Eta-mura” (discriminated village), only under its
social status, and there is no name of the village.

The map drawer must have had certain criteria in sorting out this information.

Maps are made to meet the needs of the most expected users. Therefore, abbreviated information
was considered as unnecessary information.

In other words, the town name Kizu-mura is necessary, but Watanabe-mura does not need to show
its name but just show its social status as Eta-mura and that the existence of a town community.

It is suggested that from analyzing the sorted out information in the illustrated map, we can

understand the social views towards the discriminated people in early-modern Osaka.
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