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Memories of those Classified as ‘Other Culture’ and its Representation:
Zainichi Koreans (Zainichi chosenjin) and Museum Movement
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Memories of those Classified as ‘Other Culture’ and its Representation:
Zainichi Koreans (Zainichi chosenjin) and Museum Movement

KiMIZUKA Yoshihiko

What are classified as ‘other cultures’ in Japan? Those are history, life and cultures of foreigners
living in Japan. The largest group is the Zainichi Koreans (Koreans in japan) which has the longest
history together with the Kakyo (Chinese in Japan). Most Zainichi Koreans immigrated in the
historical process of Japan's modernization and colonization policy. In this paper, I refer to two
museums, Tanba mangan kinenkan (Kyoto-city) and Japanese Korean History Museum (Tokyo)
which are organized by different foundations and both work to record the memories of labor and
lives of Zainichi Koreans. I examine how they record the memories of Zainichi Koreans and represent
them in exhibitions and discuss its contents and meanings by focusing on the museum movement of
Zainichi Koreans. These two museum exhibitions present us the fact that the existence of Zainichi
Koreans people and their society have been hidden from the eyes of Japanese people and its society.

To substantially practice multiculturalism in Japanese society, museums such as these are
essential. The inheritance of memories of Zainichi Koreans and related issues are specific historical
problem for Japan and it needs to be dealt by governmental sectors in the future. We need to include
Zainichi Koreans’ life history, their historical and social roles in the society, digging up historical facts
and its inheritance need to appear both in the concept of local history and also in public museum
exhibitions.

It is important for history museum exhibitions not to label and frame Zainichi Koreans as ‘other
culture’, but rather, to raise awareness towards the history of discrimination and oppression towards
them. In order to overcome such history, it is important to shed light to their valuable roles in industry
and culture, and also to collect, conserve and exhibit related materials. It is often the case to represent
only the cultural aspects and its memories of Zainichi Koreans. However, we also need to develop
exhibitions on discrimination, oppression, human right issues and present ongoing colonization
situation. The existence of those two museums and their exhibition activities suggest its importance of

this issue.
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