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The Meanings of Dioramas and their Uses in History Exhibits
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The Meanings of Dioramas and their Uses in History Exhibits

KoJiMA Michihiro

Recently, I have already analyzed the meanings of replicas in museums, but in this paper, I will
focus on the meaning of dioramas in history exhibits. There are two types of history exhibits; first,
exhibits display the artifacts of the past left today, and second, they reproduce a scene of the past
following the exhibit theme. Dioramas are often used in the second type of history exhibits. However,
reproduction of the past cannot be perfect and, in principle, people cannot learn history directly from
such exhibits. Nevertheless, if we use dioramas as summative and three-dimensional indexes, or as
introduction to history and remains and relics, their uses are justifiable as they promote the basic
role of exhibits which is construction of historical images from materials. In this paper, [ referred to a
practice in Rekihaku exhibit, where digital-contents were added to a diorama of “City Life of Medieval
Kyoto”. In this practice, dioramas were defined not as providers of stable images = conclusions, but
rather, as an entrance (or an index) to various historical information. I also examined the difficulties
of understanding the entire dioramas, which I realised the wide gap between museum staff and

visitors .
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