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Wholesalers of Funeral Accessories and the Industrialization of Funerals :
As Seen through the Life Story of a Wholesaler

YAMADA Shinya

The aim of this paper is to examine the process of the gradual industrialization of the funeral business
following the formation of the wholesale business by studying the life story of a wholesaler of funeral accessories.
As a wholesaler, this figure played a role in the formation of the funeral industry after the Second World War,
and even today remains active in various related arenas. Thus, the life of this person is closely linked to post-
war developments in the funeral industry. Culture was appropriated, a required body of specialist knowledge
amassed, and a new pattern of distribution created in the process of the industrialization of funerals. Having an
understanding of these phenomena is also necessary in order to understand contemporary funeral practices.
A biographical approach has been adopted for the purpose of this study. This approach was chosen because
although the wholesaler lived in an urban environment, his activities transcended his local area, and as a
wholesaler he had a strong influence on the nature of funeral practices. Consequently, this is an effective
approach for gaining an understanding of the dynamics of a highly subjective independent existence that was not

necessarily bound to one locality.
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