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The Shinto Rites and Performing Arts of Mt.Fuji

Hortucur Makoto

The region surrounding Mt. Fuji maintains a rich tradition of Shinto rites and performing arts. However, since
they have not been adequately researched they are not so well known among the general public. This paper at-
tempts to systematize the Shinto rite and performing art known as “Oyu” found in this area.

“Oyu” is the same as the “Yudate” ritual, which is called “Oibana” and “Oyubana” around the northern foot-
hills. Oyubana is the ritual in which foam that rises from boiling water is pierced and where a Shinto priest or
miko soak bamboo grass leaves in the boiling water which they sprinkle on believers for purification and to
receive a divine revelation. Performing arts linked to this Oyubana are still in existence today. Two well-known
forms are the Hanamatsuri and Shimotsuki kagura from the Sanshinen district. Oyu has been integrated with
Shinto rites around Mt. Fuji and has been passed down under the names “Oyu (hana) kagura” and “Yudate
kagura” (Yudate Shishi-mai).

There are Shinto rituals which make use of “Oyu” in the Dosojin festival of Nakagumi (Saiwai-cho, Chuo-ku)
in Shimo-Yoshida, Fuji-Yoshida City, the Oyubana-matsuri held at Tenjin Shrine in Hirano, Yamanakako-mura, and
in the “Saitou-yaki” (burning of brushwood lanterns for the Dosojin) held in Narusawa. The Shinto rite held in
Hirano is combined with Shishi kagura called “Amanoiwato kagura.” Although some distance from the foothills of
Mt. Fuji, Juuni kagura performed in Tano in Yamato (Koshu City), is a form of Yudate kagura that shares a simi-
lar origin.

Long ago, Oyu kagura was performed as part of the Shinto rituals “Tsutsugayu” and “Yabusame” (mounted
archery) held on Mt. Fuji and its around its base. The first mention in historical documents dates from a han-
motsu (direct order) issued in 1584 which prohibited the construction of new kagura sites in Yamauchi and also
prohibited the playing of instruments at a higher altitude than ___nobaba, which was an area in which religious
beliefs were protected. This kagura has been inherited by the Shibazashu made up of parishioners of Omuro-
Asama Shrine in Shimo-Miya, Shimo-Yoshida. The Kayanuma clan, which lived in Nakagumi, created a form of
Yudate kagura (Yudate Shishi-mai) which linked Dai kagura from Ise with traditional Oyu kagura. It is most
likely that this happened when there was a huge eruption from Mt. Hoei. Afterwards, Yudate kagura spread to the

eastern foothills, an area which had been devastated by the eruption.
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