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Reconsidering the Chronology of Pottery Styles of Mid-Yayoi,
and Theories of Distribution :
Putting into Perspective the Possibility of Yayoi Period Trading

Baga Shin'ichiro

The aim of this article is to obtain clues for fleshing out the “movements” of people through
reconsideration of the chronology of Kuribayashi-style pottery from the mid-Yayoi Period found in
the Chubu highlands; identifying that pottery in a broad chronological context; and clarifying the
dynamics of that distribution. An overall study of Yayoi society/culture requires establishing and
classifying pottery styles and creating a broad chronology.

As a result of such analysis, I was able to confirm that the latter stage of Kuribayashi style 2,
located in the earlier half of the Yayoi IV Period, was a period during which the distribution of
Kuribayashi-style potteries was maximized, and also that Kuribayashi-style potteries and their
variations were excavated in large numbers from the Fukiage site of Joetsu Takada Plain and the
Kitajima site of the Kitamusashi Tsumanuma lowlands, both far from the watershed of the Chikuma
River, the center of the Kuribayashi style. Also, during this period, the major communication route
passing from Takada Plain to Northern Kanto changed from the “Mt. Shirane-Azuma River route”
to the “Chikuma River-Usui River route”, as can be deduced from the distribution of Komatsu-style
potteries and their variations. Komatsu-style potteries and their variations are excavated mainly from
Matsubara site, the largest colonial site in the watershed area of Chikuma River.

The dynamics of such pottery distribution is considered to indicate change in the way people
intercommunicated, especially the way they reciprocally exchanged supplies produced in particular
places. It so happens that the latter stage of Kuribayashi style 2 has been identified as a period of
production of kudatama beads in Sado, and a division of labor for the production of polished stone
axes became established between the Enokida site and Matsubara site in the southern Nagano Basin.
Several sites from which various pottery types were excavated are considered to have been “trading
points” for groups with different pottery types.

That is to say, formation of a wide-area network by Kuribayashi-style groups during the earlier half
of the IV Period, the establishment of “trading points”, and of a division of labor for the production
of polished stone axes in the southern Nagano Basin are historical phenomena that developed in
parallel, and they are considered to possess historical significance in their indicating the extent of the

development of reciprocal exchange activities between groups.

Key words: Mid-Yayoi, Kuribayashi-style, Komatsu-style, dynamics of distribution, movement of

people
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