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The Meaning of Work in Rural Areas :
Modern View of Work in Part-Time Employment

WATANABE Ayumi

In this article, I shall discuss the view of work of farmers who have side jobs, through analyzing
their daily activities. Part-time jobs refer to daily jobs or jobs lasting for no longer than a year, such as
guest work or day labor.

Nyu, the subject of my investigation, located in Tomiura town in Minami Boso city, Chiba
prefecture, is a village at the southern tip of the Boso peninsula. I set the subject period from 1960
until today. During this period, many people in Nyu engaged in part-time jobs such as day labor or
part-time farm work. Part-time jobs served as a source of income during the agricultural off-season
until the early 1970s. However, since the late ‘70s, part-time jobs became less economically significant
due to the increase in agricultural income made possible by the introduction of biwa (Japanese
medlar) cultivation. The reason why part-time jobs have not yet died out in Nyu or in its surrounding
areas lies in the non-economical meaning of part-time employment.

First of all, part-time jobs served to Kill time for people. Also, part-time jobs gave good reason for
them to go outside of their homes, in an environment where going out was not easy. Furthermore,
part-time jobs were a part of the various activities carried out throughout their whole life, each year, or
each day.

It has been indicated through past labor studies that labor not directly connected with means of
living possesses as much significance as labor directly connected with them. Also, it has been pointed
out that such a view of work eroded as business became industrialized. However, business activities
such as part-time jobs are considered to be a deviation from business activities that serve as a major
source of income, regardless of whether or not they are connected with means of living. Even part-
time jobs generally considered as irregular work were essential in agricultural life.

In this article, I have shown through participative observation and diachronic analysis how each
business activity discovered by past studies was actually carried out. I have also clarified how the
repetitious activity of deviating from one’s major business and returning to it again daily, yearly, or
throughout one’s whole life, has been considered as work, in the holistic sense, for modern farmers

with side jobs.

Key words: part-time job, work value, business, deviation, side job
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