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Production of the “Rekihaku A version” Rakuchu-Rakugai-Zu (scenes in and around Kyoto), and the early versions of Rakuchu-Rakugai-Zu

KOJIMA Michihiro
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Production of the “Rekihaku A version” Rakuchu-Rakugai-Zu (scenes in and
around Kyoto), and the early versions of Rakuchu-Rakugai-Zu

Kojmma Michihiro

In the versions of “Rakuchu-Rakugai-Zu Byobu” (folding screens depicting scenes in and around Kyoto),
except for the Uesugi version handed down in the Uesugi family of daimyo (feudal lords), the production
background to the four early versions of “Rakuchu-Rakugai-Zu Byobu”, which contain scenes of Muromachi
Bakufu, had yet to be clarified. In this article, I clarified the works’ themes by detecting within the folding screens
the images of individuals that could be called “characters,” and I have attempted to obtain a unified understanding
of all early versions of Rakuchu-Rakugai-Zu Byobu.

The oldest — the “Rekihaku A version” — was produced in 1525, when Hosokawa Takakuni, who was at the
helm of the Muromachi Bakufu, had his achievements depicted by the Bakufu painter, Kano Motonobu, on the
occasion of the transfer of responsibility for the family to his son Hosokawa Tanekuni, and the building of a new
palace for the Shogun. The regime of Hosokawa Harumoto is depicted as the main theme in the “Tohaku replica,”
and in the “Uesugi version” and although the composition still has the Hosokawa residence at its center, there is
an inscription stating that the office of the Kanrei (Shogun’s Deputy) was taken over by the Uesugi family from
the Hosokawa family.

The theme of “the person in authority and the city ruled by him” first appears in the “Rekihaku A version” and
was handed down in the Kano School; but themes that praise the authorities cannot be found in the “Rekihaku B
version.” The piece must therefore have been created as a landmark guide/genre painting, and can be identified

as the pioneer of the Rakuchu-Rakugai-Zu Byobu commerecially produced in early modern times.

Key words: Rakuchu-Rakugai-Zu (scenes in and around Kyoto), Rekihaku A version, Hosokawa Takakuni, Kano

Motonobu, Muromachi Bakufu
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