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The Historical Development of Setagaya Boroichi (Rag Fair) in Tokyo
NAGASAWA Toshiaki
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The Historical Development of Setagaya Boroichi (Rag Fair) in Tokyo

Nacgasawa Toshiaki

Setagaya Boroichi is the most famous rag fair, and the oldest peasant market in Tokyo district. It was opened
at least 1528 in period of Houjou occupation. In that age, fair was held six times a month as a “Rokusai-ichi”. The
Houjou family had been giving the protection to a fair. After end of Houjou family's government, fair was became
to ruled by Ii family which is one of feudal Daimyous in the modern ages from the 17th century. Ooba family, as
a retainer of Ii clan, had been controlled during modern times. Then market day became once a year, and it was
held 15th December. Most of peasants and farmers in Setagaya area went to fair, and they bought and sold the
new year’s decorations, various goods. Fair was held as “Toshi-no-ichi” , for preparing to new year. In 19th century
in recent times, fair was called “Boroichi” that meant a rag fair. Many merchants came out to market with a large
of rags and old clothes. Farmers living in and around the Setagaya produced a “waraji (straw sandals)” using it
at materials. But waraji production was declined with diffusing shoes on life modernization at beginning of the
20th century. Fair turned to “mushiro (straw mat)” market or plants fair after that age. However that articles on
fair lost merchantability and it was going to general merchandise market. After W. W. I, a band of thugs began
to intervene to management of fair, same racketeers who ware subsidiary of gangster organization raise an act of
violence. As a result of that, drove a fair into stoppage in December 1964. Afterward, inhabitants and merchants
society of Setagaya united their selves firmly to corp with the gangster organization, police and administrative
organ supported it. Thus , fair had been resumed in January 1965. Setagaya Boroichi recovered their composure

and democratic, peaceful administration. It is growing to be a splendid market and sightseeing annual event today.

Key words: market, Boroichi (Rag Fair), “Toshi-no-ichi”, street stall , Setagaya
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