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In this paper, I would like to try to understand the social position of religious studies in Japan under the Asian-
Pacific War, focusing upon that situation of the Japanese Association of Religious Studies and the war researches
appearing upon the Journal of Religious Studies.

1930’s and the former half of 40’s were the pioneer days of the Association and also the days when the religious
situation had changed drastically. In his address in the meeting, the president made a request for the engagement
as interested parties to the members and a point of the meaning in the society of the academic interest in religions,
which eventually came around with the religious policy of the Japanese government.

The papers dealing with religious phenomena under the war appeared on the Journal around 1940. They
were based upon the framework of social order which placed first priority upon the conduct of the war and the
reverence for the Emperor although they brought the religious and folk practices of Japanese people in that

situation into view.
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