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Feelings for Remains, Feelings for Battle Sites : Postwar Era for Fallen Soldiers and Survivors
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Feelings for Remains, Feelings for Battle Sites : Postwar Era for Fallen Soldiers
and Survivors

NISHIMURA Akira

The battle of Guadalcanal was the tipping point that a great number of fallen soldiers’ remains lied neglected
and couldn’t return to their bereaved family since the Japanese system of remanding remains rapidly became
worse. Then the movements of recovering remains and touring battle sites appeared after the war. In this paper, 1
would like to consider the significance of these practices for the surviving comrades and war-bereaved wives.

First of all, I will make a short survey of the government’s recovering project. Secondly, I will analyze the
thoughts of the comrades and the wives toward the recovering remains and touring sites citing concrete cases
from Personal Experiences of War, 1931-1945: A survey of Japanese Written and Oral Records (Research Report 14
of National Museum of Japanese History, 2004/2005). Thirdly I will pick up the record of one comrade who put
effort to recovering the remains and recording his experience and analyze his time sensation of present perfect
progressive tense and his relationship with the dead through “performative memory”.

Finally I would like to point out that the maldistribution or absence of remains behind the practices must bring

the ubiquity of spirits of the dead.
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