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Ujigami during wartime : A study of the “Shrine Journals” of Higashichikuma-
gun as written materials

IT0 Junro

The “Shrine Journals” of Higashichikuma-gun were produced as part of the ujigami volumes of the
“Higashichikuma-gun Journals” project launched in 1943 by the Higashichikuma Educational Association with
the assistance of Kunio Yanagida, Ichiro Hori, an assistant in the Philosophy Department of the Institute for the
Study of the Culture of the National Spirit, Ministry of Education and Taro Wakamori, a lecturer at the Tokyo
Higher Normal School. Teachers belonging to the Higashichikuma Educational Association produced these
shrine journals by recording the narratives of the parishioners of the 171 shrines located in Higashichikuma-gun.
Records for each ujigami shrine were recorded under the five headings of “General Records”, “Shinto Priests”,
“Festivals”, “The Role of the Shrine in Parishioners' Lives” and “Buildings of Worship”.

The “Shrine Journals” of Higashichikuma-gun were included in the “Collection of Reprinted Written
Materials-2” that is part of the NMJH basic research project “Study of Written Materials Related to the Records
and Narratives of War Experiences” published in March 2006. They were included for several reasons. Firstly,
as with NMJH's basic research report 14 “Survey of Written Materials Related to Records and Narratives of War
Experiences”, they are a valuable record of narratives on war experiences. Secondly, they are records that were
written during war time, and as such enable us to examine the role played by ujigami during war time, various
aspects of religious beliefs and rites during war time, and the parishioner system, neighborhood associations,
hamlet associations, schools and other organizations which provided social support for the ujigami.

Focusing on the above, this paper examines the significance of eight volumes of “Shrine Journals” from
Kotobuki village (present-day Matsumoto City) in Higashichikuma-gun as written materials from the perspective
of the records (written materials) and narratives (memories) held in the collections of the local administration
and schools. At the same time, it considers the topology of the narrative styles of the narrators of the “Shrine
Journals” and the “Survey of Written Materials Related to Records and Narratives of War Experiences”.

This paper asks through which kind of processes the shrine-related narratives of parishioners (individuals)
during wartime were recorded as narratives of the village (group) and became the records (written materials)
called the “Shrine Journals” of Higashichikuma-gun.

reconstruction and reorganization.
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