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The Construction of Military Shrines

SAKAI Hisayoshi

Shrines built on military land and naval vessels by the former Japanese military went by several names in
Japanese, including “einai jinja”, “konai jinja“ and “teinai jinja”. Deities and those who died or were wounded
in war were worshipped in these shrines, which, according to law, should have been called “jingi”. This paper
explores why the military built these shrines, how they functioned and how they met their end. It also attempts
to uncover the significance of the construction of shrines dedicated to the war dead in the context of “shokon-
sha”, “gokoku shrine”, “Yasukuni Shrine” and “cenotaphs (chukon-hi)” which were shrines dedicated to the
souls of those who lost their lives for their country, and various other memorials. Virtually no records survive of
these military shrines, nor is there much history of research on this subject. Today, most have faded into oblivion
leaving no trace, with but a few skeletons remaining. As a result, these military shrines and the war and military
life seen through them remain solely in the memories of the dwindling number of those who were in the military.
It is through these few records and oral histories that this paper explores the significance of the existence of these

shrines.
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