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Records of the War Dead in Hayama-machi, Miura-gun

SAKAI Hisayoshi

This paper explores records of the war dead in the administrative district of Hayama-machi, Miura-gun, and
the kind of information on these war dead that these records provide. Documents from the Hayama town hall
include lists dating from the pre-war period of those who died in war, as well as documents pertaining to support
for their families. Besides providing information about their families and the support given to them, these
documents also tell us how the war dead were recorded. There are three types of memorials that commemorate
the war dead: inscribed memorials, shrine memorials and monuments. There are four systems for worshipping
the war dead, as in addition to inscribed memorials for the war dead memorials were also erected by shrines and
temples, local communities and the town. This number is increased to six if, on a prefectural and state level, we
add the Kanagawa Prefectural War Memorial Hall and Yasukuni Shrine. The grave markers of the war dead tell
us not only about the war dead themselves, but also about how the bereaved took their deaths and worshipped
the deceased. Supplementary information was obtained by studying the two hundred names taken from grave
markers and checking them against Hayama-machi’s official lists and new information came to light as a result of

checking written administrative records against the records of the grave markers.
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