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Study on the Characteristics and Origin of Gyokuden (Inner Sanctuaries) in the West Area of Hiroshima Prefecture
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Study on the Characteristics and Origin of Gyokuden (Inner Sanctuaries)
in the West Area of Hiroshima Prefecture

YAMADA Takeharu

Itsukushima Shrine is the archetype of gyokuden (inner sanctuary) in Aki Province which is now the west
area of Hiroshima Prefecture. The gyokuden of Itsukushima Shrine has developed from michodai in shinza-style
which dates back to the Nara period, also incorporating the architectural style of the khonden (main building). In
other words, gyokuden was based on michodai, a type of furniture. The early form of gyokuden was large sized.
Ketayuki (beam) was one ken or three ken, harima (cross beam) was one ken. The roof was in kirizuma-style and
hiwadabuki(cypress bark covering). It had extremely low floor height and the misedana was removed from the
facade. It had chamfered squared-pillars, funahijiki (boat-shaped brackets), inokosasu (two diagonal struts whose
tops butted against each other), and had double row of rafters at the front and a single row at the back. Gyokuden
was placed directly on the floor of naijin (inner sanctum) of the honden. The gyokuden of Itsukushima Shrine
diverged as a shinza with its own unique form, while continuing to inherit the michodai-style dating from the Nara
period. Medieval gyokuden found all over Aki Province continued to evolve from their archetype - the gyokuden
of Itsukushima Shrine, and the gyokuden style structures in Aki Province were a type of shinza that had diverged
from michodai.

There was a wider distribution of gyokuden in Aki than in other provinces and many of these medieval
gyokuden in AKki has survived. This is because Itsukushima Shrine, the ichinomiya for the province, had adopted
the style of placing a gyokuden within the shrine. In the latter part of the medieval period, the placing of gyokuden
originating from Itsukushima Shrine became common among tutelary shrines in the villages of Aki Province.
With the spread of setting gyokuden, architectural styles such as the misedana style, high floors, and naga-
kokerabuki (long shingled roof) was adopted. These new styles reflected the differences in the status and
economic scale of shrines. Such changes also saw the incorporation of the honden-style architecture, while they
became progressively less expensive. In the Early Modern period, gyokuden became even more common, and
nearly all shrines in Aki Province, up to the level of shoshi (small okora), came to have gyokuden. These changes
in the style of gyokuden resulted in two styles: box-shaped gyokuden that served as a receptacle for sacred objects,
and crafts assembled by joining minute parts together with glue, neither of which were buildings. All of these
changes in gyokuden were the consequence of trends in shrine architecture and were not related to forms of

temple architecture. The creation of gyokuden was only unique to shrines.
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