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A Reconstructive Study of the Ninji Era Passageways of Itsukushima Shrine
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A Reconstructive Study of the Ninji Era Passageways of Itsukushima Shrine

YAMAGUCHI Yoshimi

The passageways of Itsukushima Shrine are connecting corridors that link the group of shrine buildings that
stand on the sea and are important structures that have existed since Taira no Kiyomori built the shrine in the
Ninan era (1166-1169). The shrine was completely destroyed by fire twice, once in 1207 and then again in 1223. It
is thought that when it was reconstructed in the Ninji era in 1241, when the shosengu ceremony was held in which
the kami was returned to the main shrine, it was of the style that had been adopted in the Ninan era.

Although quite a lot of research has been done on Itsukushima Shrine, research on the Ninji era passageways
is limited to that conducted by Dr. Toshio Fukuyama. However, Dr. Fukuyama’ s research only points out the
general styles, and does not extend to making drawings of their restoration. Using order forms for wood for
the construction of Itsukishima Shrine which specify the wood needed for the shrine’ s reconstruction in the
Ryakunin era in 1239 as its main source, this paper presents a detailed reconstructive analysis that includes the
finer details of the Ninji era passageways.

This reconstructive analysis revealed that the Ninji passageways were generally the same in size and
structural form as the shrine’ s current passageways, although there are slight differences in some of the details.
Some differences worth mentioning are that as well as the previously noted addition of flying geese pattern panels
and the adoption of wooden tiles for the main ridge, boat-shaped brackets (funahijiki) were adopted on the inside
of the roof beams and large bearing blocks on the outside. The author’ s analysis also establishes that the diagonal
braces (sasuzao) and the bearing blocks lying on top of the braces, whose thinness would be thought absurd
today, date back to the Ninji era. Although Dr. Fukuyama claims that the Ninji passageways had posts embedded
directly in the earth, judging from the length of the posts it is very likely that they were erected on foundation
stones. Accordingly, although the passageways that exist today were rebuilt between 1558 and 1615, with the
exception of some finer details they closely follow the Ninji passageways. Furthermore, the names of construction
materials used in days gone by have nearly all been identified through this reconstruction process. Consequently,
this reconstruction of the Ninji passageways also serves as an aid for studies of the Ninan era, a time about which

little is known.
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