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The Historical Structure and Characteristics of the Ichinomiya System in Provinces during the Medieval Period Focusing on Nagato Province
in the Late Medieval Period
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The Historical Structure and Characteristics of the Ichinomiya System in
Provinces during the Medieval Period Focusing on Nagato Province in the Late
Medieval Period

INOUE Hiroshi

This paper discusses the historical structure and characteristics of the ichinomiya system in provinces in the
medieval period in response to criticism received from various scholars concerning the author’s support of the “22
shrine and ichinomiya system (imperial palace tutelary and provincial tutelary system).” The paper uses historical
documents to discuss in detail the process of change and the demise of the ichinomiya system in Nagato Province
in the latter part of the medieval period. It also outlines the process of the establishment through to the demise of
the ichinomiya system in Japan's provinces during the medieval period.

The subsequent findings have brought to light the following points. First, in the case of Nagato Province, the
ichinomiya system changed greatly accompanying the control and reorganization of the mechanism of authority of
the kokuga (provincial government office) by the Ouchi clan which held the position of shugo (military governor).
The religious structure was changed from one that centered on ichinomiya shrines to a joint structure of
ichinomiya and ninomiya shrines centering on ninomiya shrines at provincial offices. The Takehisa clan emerged
to perform religious rites and festivals as a representative of the authority of the kokuga.

Second, the ichinomiya system in Nagato Province began to disintegrate when the Ouchi clan, the shugo,
became Sengoku daimyo and Sengoku daimyo from the Mori clan appeared. This can be seen as the disintegration
of the provincial tutelary that formed part of the state Shinto system, which illustrates the historical essence of the
provincial ichinomiya system in the medieval period.

Third, when this is considered together with examples from other provinces, there can be no doubt that
the provincial ichinomiya system constituted the essence of the state-instituted shrine system. Moreover, it is
important that there be further study of the ichinomiya system that rightly includes the perspective of the theory

of a medieval state.
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