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The Campaign by the Yoshida Family for Shisso for Hereditary Shrine Families Centering on the Dispute of 1669
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The Campaign by the Yoshida Family for Shisso for Hereditary Shrine Families
Centering on the Dispute of 1669

HASHIMOTO Masanobu

The Urabe Yoshida family made use of the jinja jomoku (shrine regulations) issued by the Edo bakufu on
July 11, 1665, by seeking to issue Shinto saikyojo (licenses pertaining to ceremonial matters) and shisso (imperial
transmission certificates) bestowing official ranks in order to put the shrines and priests in Japan's provinces
under its control. Article Three and Article Two of the jinja jomoku served as the basis for their actions. However,
their authority was limited as there is no mention of the special status of the Yoshida family in the text of Article
Two.

Therefore, as a result of the Yoshida family’s application in October 1668 for authorization for the right to
issue shisso bestowing official ranks to hereditary shrine families, the bakufu convened the Kyoto Shoshidai and
referred the matter to the imperial court for deliberation. A fierce dispute erupted between Takatsukasa no Fusa,
the Kampaku of the time, and Asukai Masaaki, a high ranking official who acted as an intermediary between
the bakufu and imperial court and who supported the Yoshida family. The imperial court was unable to reach a
consensus, so in August two years latter the matter was referred to the bakufu for a decision. Some four years
later, in 1674, the bakufu arrived at its conclusion. The decision was written in a report entitled “The 1669 Yoshida
Dispute.” The bakufu entrusted the Confucianist Hayashi Harukatsu (Kobunin) to make a proposal concerning
this incident, which is contained in what is known as the “Yoshida Kanmon” (“Yoshida Proposal”).

This paper examines the “Yoshida Kanmon” in detail, and by shedding light on the dispute reveals the Yoshida
family’ s plans for conferring official ranks on hereditary shrine families and the responses of the imperial court
and the bakufu, thus re-examining the principles of jinja jomoku.

In this incident the bakufu reveals its decision through the Kyoto Shoshidai. But rather than being a complete
denial of the wishes of the Yoshida family, the decision marked a shift in the policies of the bakufu. The Yoshida
family continued to make assertions concerning the matter of issuing shisso granting official ranks to hereditary
shrine families after the decision, and the bakufu made some subtle changes to its handling of the matter. Lastly,

this laid the cornerstone for major trends up to the end of the bakufu.
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