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Buildings with Freestanding Munamochibashira and Ancestor Ritual
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Buildings with Freestanding Munamochibashira and Ancestor Ritual

SHITARA Hiromi

In buildings with freestanding munamochibashira (gable end ridge-bearing pillars), the
munamochibashira supporting the ridge in the center of the roof are hottatebashira (earthfast posts)
situated some distance from the gable side. Up until Middle Yayoi, these buildings were communal
in character, but in late Yayoi and the beginning of the Kofun period they were enclosed by trenches
or walls, had a secretive aspect and were used exclusively by chiefs. Based on special decorations
of these buildings in pictures incised on Yayoi pottery as well as relics excavated from post holes, it
would appear that this type of building served as a shrine.

Since in northern Kyushu large buildings where ancestors were worshipped were found along
with burial precincts in early Middle Yayoi, we know that from early on rites for the spirits of ancestors
were held in these large buildings adjoining cemeteries. In the No.1 tomb at the Hirabaru Site in
Fukuoka Prefecture there is a building for ancestor ritual with freestanding munamochibashira on
top of the burial chamber. Since the building is in the Honshu and Shikoku style, it follows that it
was introduced from the Kinki region. We may assume, therefore, that buildings with freestanding
munamochibashira in the Kinki region were used for ancestor ritual.

However, this type of building found in the Kinki region is not found alongside burial precincts.
In this region, people worshipped their ancestors in buildings with freestanding munamochibashira
located within inhabited zones. Nonetheless, at the Mount Hokeno tumulus in Nara Prefecture dating
from the end of Late Yayoi, there is a building with freestanding munamochibashira on top of a burial
chamber, which was introduced from northern Kyushu at the time of the establishment of imperial
authority in the Kinai region. In southern Kanto this type of building also performed a similar role,
although it inherited local traditions. Although buildings with freestanding munamochibashira have

the role of ancestor ritual in common, their development differed in each of the three regions.

Key words : Yayoi period, Settlement, Freestanding Munamochibashira, Rectangular shaped tomb,

Ancestor ritual, Han dynasty culture
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