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The Ritual Function and Landscape Formation with Yayoi Settlement

KOBAYASHI Seiji

A study of drawings has shown that the most important factor in the formation of landscapes in
Yayoi settlements was the existence of a building (A2, A3) thought to be a shrine, which was located
in the center of the settlement, and the formation of a concentric landscape with this building in the
middle. Next in importance is the moat, which differentiates the inside and its place of worship from
the outside. This paper examines this latter aspect.

Moated settlements in low-lying areas include those where the moat is connected to a river, as
well as water-filled moats that symbolized rivers. A moat was a symbol of demarcation representing a
boundary. Intertwined with this in ceremonial and ritual spaces in these drawings is the depiction, as
borne out by the landscape formation, of hekija (imaginary beasts that warded off evil) as intended
iconography and physical techniques. The landscapes of Yayoi settlements were formed with
underlying "ritualistic practices" that were uniform conventions in such ceremonies and rituals.

The symbolic significance of the moat as a boundary is homologous with the significance of the
burial of dotaku (bronze bells), pictures and patterns. All serve the same function as hekija. Dotaku
were buried on the boundary, the sawtooth-like pattern itself is also a symbol of the hekija, and was
also used as a pattern for shrine decoration. The saw-tooth pattern was later used to decorate palisade-
shaped haniwa in the Kofun period as a symbol of the boundary between the sacred and profane as
distinct from a place of worship. The formation of landscapes centered on places identified as places of
worship in Yayoi settlements changed in the Kofun period when they became discrete from ordinary
settlements, although the underlying ritualistic significance and ritualistic practice continued, albeit in

a modified form.

Key words : The Yayoi Settlement, Ritual Function, Landscape Formation, the Bronze Bell
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