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Yayoi Settlement Theory Using Calibrated Dates
Fujio Shin’ichiro

According to Yayoi settlement theory, Yayoi pottery belonging to the same pottery type excavated
directly from the floor of a pit dwelling is thought to have existed simultaneously with the pit dwelling.
Each Yayoi pottery type lasted for about 30 to 50 years, and it was firmly believed that they lasted for
the same length of time as a single generation.

Since according to Jomon settlement theory the broad types of Jomon pottery lasted for around
100 years, from the 1970s there has been much debate surrounding methods of identifying relics that
co-existed at the same time. Research has progressed to the extent that today coexistence is identified
within a single 20-year phase based on calibrated dates by Ken’ichi Kobayashi

However, if we use calibrated dates we find that there were pottery types like Itazuke IIa and
Itazuke IIb that continued for more than a 100 years. Consequently, today, some 40 years behind
Jomon settlement theory, Yayoi settlement theory has reached the stage of having to debate the
identification of simultaneously co-existing pit dwelling.

The results of this study show that it is just possible to identify pit dwelling that co-existed
simultaneously at the end of Early Yayoi and the beginning of Middle Yayoi when pottery types lasted
for a short time. But even for Itazuke Ila and Itazuke IIb types, for which it is currently difficult to
identify simultaneously coexisting pit dwelling due to their long duration, assuming that the number of
cumulative dwellings that existed represented each pottery type, the author found that it is possible to
make a comparative evaluation of the features of each stage by comparing the number of cumulative
pit dwelling to the cumulative number for the Itazuke Ilc type stage, which lasted for a short time.

Settlement theory that takes into account the duration of each pottery type necessitates a review
of the premise of the theory of group structure that considers that five simultaneously coexisting pit
dwelling form a single unit. Nonetheless, it brings to the fore the temporal aspect of Yayoi research,
for which clues have remained elusive until now, and opens the door to new possibilities for research

topics, such as variable rates of population increase.

key words : Yayoi settlement pattern, calibrated Age, "C method analysis, the increase of the Yayoi

people, the pit dwelling
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