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Yayoi Period Settlements and Society in Northern Kyushu

0zAWA Yoshinori

Theories on the structure of society in the Yayoi period have been largely prescribed by the
interpretations of academic societies on ancient Japanese history inspired by Yoshimichi Watanabe’s
adoption of Marxist theory on the stages of social development. In contrast, in this paper the author’s
aim is to introduce a new theory on the structure of Yayoi society based on the neo-evolutionary view
of the stages of social development.

A study of settlement dynamics in northern Kyushu shows that huge changes took place from the
end of Early Yayoi through to the beginning of Middle Yayoi, from the end of Middle Yayoi through
the beginning of Late Yayoi, and in the middle of Late Yayoi. A comparison of social structure around
these periods of transition reveals that egalitarian tribal societies with moated settlements that
appeared one after another as group focal points in Early Yayoi established a new group relationship
in Middle Yayoi based on the group relationship from the previous period of other settlements that
had moved to the hills en masse. These societies once more introduced ancestor worship at places
such as demarcated graves, long rows of graves and large buildings as a means of reinforcing this
new group relationship. Because this involved property, unlike the previous period a base settlement
was established, and as a result a potentially dominant group developed. The change that occurred
at the end of Middle Yayoi through to the beginning of Late Yayoi was the emergence of the potential
dominance that had existed in Middle Yayoi. This was accompanied by the phenomenon of housing,
the emergence of molecular groups that had been hidden within a settlement, and the manifestation of
actions clarifying the boundaries of each phase. This can be seen as defining the range of one’s group
accompanying the social manifestation of the existence of a dominant group and growth of the size
of the group. This was later followed by the incorporation of a subordinate group under a dominant
group accompanying the explicit dominant-subordinate relationship between groups that developed
throughout Late Yayoi.

When the above changes in social structure are taken into consideration, it is possible to

characterize society in Early to Middle Yayoi as a tribal society and Late Yayoi as a chiefdom society.

Key word : Marxist theory on the stages of social development, neo-evolutionary view of the stages
of social development, unit group theory dwelling group, devided village / villages comunity, devided

molecule, hierarchizing, affiliation
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