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The Development of Yayoi Society in Matsuyama Plain

SHIBATA Shoji

Through an examination of the dynamics of Yayoi settlements, this paper sheds light on their
aspects and characteristics with the aim of reconstructing the development of Yayoi society on the
Matsuyama Plain in western Setouchi. By studying the process of the formation of the Bunkyo Site,
which was a congested large-scale base settlement, and the Kume Site complex, centered on the
Tarumishitanji Site with its chiefly residence, it examines group relationships within Yayoi society on
the Matsuyama Plain and the dynamics of the chief class as it made the transition to Kofun society.

First, the author looked at Yayoi archeological sites that form one part of our understanding of the
concept of “settlement” as an expression of the space in which humans go about their daily lives. Next
was the designation of “site complex” distributed across a defined area amongst the topographical
completeness of rivers and fan-shaped land. Eight Site complexes on the Matsuyama Plain were
chosen for this study.

Yayoi settlements appeared in coastal regions in the beginning of Early Yayoi. There are more
sites dating from the end of Early Yayoi through the early part of Middle Yayoi, some of which were
moated settlements. Settlements dating from late Middle Yayoi have been confirmed at all of the sites,
including the Bunkyo Site within the Dogojohoku Site complex.

The Bunkyo Site, with its structure of segmented living spaces, was a congested large-scale base
settlement formed by the coexistence of groups with different origins. Persons of chiefly rank who
resided within the settlement traded with communities to the west, mainly northern Kyushu. They
obtained prestigious items and production goods and engaged in the production of metal implements
and glass products within the settlement. It is thought that they interacted and traded with Setouchi
communities to the east through participation in communal worship centering on flat copper swords.

In late Middle Yayoi, the settlement at the Bunkyo Site suddenly disbanded and the group was
restructured. Then in the latter half of Late Yayoi, a local community with a new system of social
stratification appeared at the Kume Site complex where there were separate a chiefly residence.
Yayoi settlements in Late Yayoi society that had disbanded and restructured created an “area of
bond” consisting of several local communities as typified by the Kume Site complex. They built a
foundation for a local community in the Matsuyama Plain with a particular chief at the top, and formed
a community group that was a single unit that is associated with the formation of chiefly graves in the
first half of the Kofun period.

Key words : Yayoi settlement, Site complex, Congested large-scale base settlement, Chiefly residence,
Area of bond
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