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The Image of the Yayoi Settlement in San’in

HAMADA Tatsuhiko

Archaeological sites dating from the end of Early Yayoi increase in number in hilly areas at the
foot of Mount Daisen, with more sites gradually emerging from Middle through Late Yayoi. Large
settlements like that found at the Mukibanda Site were formed in the hills in Late Yayoi. However,
settlements disappeared completely from hillsides from around the time of the construction of large
keyhole-shaped tombs. After this time there was little active habitation in the hills. Consequently, even
though after the Yayoi period at the foot of Mount Daisen there was some terracing and disturbance,
such as the construction of kofun and the formation of small settlements and fields, there was no large-
scale alteration to the land. The increase in instances of studies over a wide area in recent years has
yielded many sites with favorable conditions for studying details of Yayoi settlements. Through a study
centering on the remains of pit dwellings thought to have been dwellings, this paper reconstructs the
changes to settlements and paints a picture of settlements based on a study of the Mukibanda Site
known to be the remains of a large settlement representative of settlements in the San'in region in the
latter half of the Yayoi period.

The Mukibanda Site is the location of a compound-type settlement made up of a number of
small groups that existed for a long time. By subdividing pottery from Late through Final Yayoi
and reviewing the changes in inhabited zones while examining in detail the burial of the remains of
pit dwellings, the author found that the settlements that existed at the Mukibanda Site constantly
changed in size and shape and that these changes were not uniform. Although there is no mistaking
that a number of small groups lived at the site, the author identified multiple inhabited zones that may
have become disused at some point or other. Therefore, we may conclude that there were also times
when a number of small groups did not live together but were scattered among the hills. There is also
a site with dwellings that fell into disuse that dates from the first half of Final Yayoi, which followed the
end of Late Yayoi, the period when the settlement is believed to have reached its height of prosperity.
It appears that in the latter half of Final Yayoi settlements closely resembling those that existed before
the end of Late Yayoi were reprised. However, because after this point there was no construction of
large mound tombs, we may conclude that the groups underwent qualitative transformation in the
first half of Final Yayoi.

Key words : Daisen, Mukibanda Site, Large settlement, compound-type settlement, remain of pit

dwelling, blackish soil
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