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A Yayoi Urban Center in San’in : A Large Non-Agricultural Settlement in
Eastern Izumo

HIROSE Kazuo

A complex of large buildings dating from the end of Late Yayoi has been found at the Shiotsu
Hill Site complex with its vista of vessels plying Lake Nakaumi. The arrangement of buildings which
are different in character includes a nunobori (trench foundations) building thought to be a chief’s
dwelling, storehouses with raised floors where various types of products were stored, a “workshop”
for producing handcrafts, and pit dwellings. The more than 30 storehouses with raised floors (over
a dozen storehouses existed at any one time) encircling the nunobori building on the top of the hill,
more than 70 work benches made in the shape of tiered stands - tools, unfinished items, furnace
walls and forged fragments have been excavated from 17 sites - are not usually seen in agricultural
settlements. At the very least it appears that iron implements were forged and items were made from
jasper at this site, and judging from the large volume of output there can be no doubt that the products
were supplied over a wide area. It is also certain that this was a large production and trading center for
making wares and crafts exchanged for such items.

There is no flat land suitable for wet rice cultivation nearby, and a cluster of large tombs for chiefs
- an ideological and religious center that symbolized a consciousness of group belonging in the area
from east Izumo to west Hoki — were built in the adjoining hillsides in the same period. What is more,
in terms of the settlement’s beginning and demise within a short period of time, it is easy to conclude
that the political will of regional chiefs who were brought together at the Arashima mound tombs
played a part in the formation of this non-agricultural settlement. The author views the “gathering of
political, economic and religious functions in one place and the place where the people responsible
for such activities lived” as an urban center. Although this urban center did not continue for as long
as other Yayoi urban centers, the Shiotsu Hill archaeological site complex indeed falls under this

category.

Key words : nunobori (trench foundations) building, storehouse with raised floor, work benche,

making wares and crafts, non-agricultural, Yayoi urban center
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