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The Settlement of the Middle and Late Yayoi Period in Hokuriku
YASU Hideki

There is little research on Yayoi settlements in Hokuriku that encompasses the entire region or the
entire period, nor is there active research on this topic. With the aim of surmounting these problems,
this paper examines the structure of settlements by gathering together useful studies mainly of the
Middle and Late stages of the Yayoi period and considering the location of relics. By looking also at
the distribution of settlements in the region, this study investigated inter-settlement relationships.
Based on these findings, the author then attempted to speculate about society during that period.

In Middle Yayoi, settlements made up of a number of dwellings appeared in low-lying areas, thus
creating the basic model for an agricultural settlement. Basic settlements were formed in the first half
of Middle Yayoi, and the extremely strong influence of the moated settlement found at the Youkaichi
Jikata Site in Komatsu City in Ishikawa Prefecture made moated settlements (Al-type settlements)
dominant over those without moats (B-type settlements). Al-type settlements waned in the latter
half of Middle Yayoi, and although elements from this settlement were adopted elsewhere (A2-type
settlements), the dominance of moated settlements declined.

In the first half of Late Yayoi, the appearance of large dwellings marked a distinct change from
Middle Yayoi. From the latter half through to the end of Late Yayoi, there was diversification in
storehouses mainly in settlements without moats and the character of settlements gradually became
stratified. At this stage, a settlement’s dominance was not based on whether or not it had a moat, but
on whether it had large or many storehouses. It was the dominant settlements that led communities in
homogeneous areas.

As a result of the Middle Yayoi emphasis on whether or not a settlement had a moat and the
emphasis in Late Yayoi on large dwellings and storehouses, the law that formed a local settlement
changed. In conclusion, from Middle Yayoi, which led the formation of culture in the Yayoi period, Al-
type settlements changed to become the relatively homogeneous communities that were formed in

Late Yayoi society.

Key words : Middle Yayoi, Late Yayoi, moat, large dwelling, storehouse, type
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