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The Temporary Mortuary for an HE_-@-.eu.m Coffin Courtesy that the Leading Empress Supervises :

Think about an Establishment Process of the Empress
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The Temporary Mortuary for an Emperor’s Coffin Courtesy that
the Leading Empress Supervises : Think about an Establishment
Process of the Empress

NITO Atsushi

Mogari was originally an ambivalent ritual, in which one wished for the resurrection of the dead,
but also to confirm the final death of the deceased by confirming the changes in the body. From the
6th century onward, mogari was sanctified as a privileged ritual, and it became common practice to
determine the successor by consensus during this period, and it came to have a close relationship with
the succession to the imperial throne. The purpose of this paper is to elucidate the role of the Okisaki
(Great Empress), who is thought to have presided over the Mogari Palace Ritual in ancient times,
and to consider the path to the accession of the Empress. Regarding the Mogari Palace ritual, the
essay “A Basic Study of Mogari” by Atsumu Wada, published in 1999, occupies a prominent position
in the literature. Based on the premise of the “image of a woman who is buried in abhorrence ” that
follows the enthronement of the empress as a miko-like “middle successor,” he proposes that the
Mogari Palace should be divided into two parts, one for women (inner) and the other for men (outer).
However, there has been much criticism of the existence of “women who shroud themselves in
abhorrence ” in the Mogari Palace, and Wada’s theory of Mogari is hardly viable as it is.

In many cases, however, the relatively higher-ranking kisaki among the former kisaki presided
over the political mogari, and during the period when the reign of the Great King was vacant, they
were able to issue authoritative orders (imperial rescripts), and are thought to have been given the
honorific title of “Great Empress.” As a way of organizing power during the period of the Great King’s
vacancy, it is important to ascend the steps of presiding over the political mogari over a long period
of time, nominating the next Great King, and acting as the Great King, as was typical of the Suiko and
Jito reigns, and to place the accession of the Empress on the continuum of these steps as a safety valve

in times of emergency.

Key words : Supervision of a provisional funeral sign, Empress, Imperial rescript, Vacancy, Nomination

of the next king
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