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Female Employees and Officials of the Ministry of Post and
Telecommunications in Japan : The Cases of the Savings Department
from 1900 to 1918

MATSUZAWA Yusaku

The female officials in the savings department of the Ministry of Posts and Telecommunications
is one of the few examples of female officials in prewar Japan. Initially, these women were hired as
temporary employees (yatoi), but some of them were later promoted to lower-level officials (Han’nin-
kan). In this paper, I have clarified the background to the decision to hire women, their working
conditions, promotion, salary increases, and years of service, covering the period from 1900, when
the hiring of women began, to the First World War Period. In addition, I traced the life course of Miki
(Shimizu) Omiki, who was hired during this period and later became famous for her excellent skills
in calculation.

As a result, it became clear that the purpose of hiring women in the savings department after
the Russo-Japanese War was to obtain low-wage clerical staff amid the trend of administrative
reorganization. The results also revealed that the Ministry of Posts and Telecommunications intended
to provide incentives to women by promoting them to official positions as the demand for female
clerical workers increased in the private sector.

On the other hand, although the Ministry wanted long-term employment, it is estimated that
the length of service rarely exceeded about 10 years. Marriage was often cited as a reason for this.
However, considering that the length of service of male employees and lower-ranking officials was
about the same, and that the clerical labor market was fluid at the time, it would be a gender-biased
stereotype to focus solely on marriage as a reason.

In addition, the speed of salary increases and promotions for women was slower than for men, and
competition was fierce. One example of a long-service employee who survived the competition was
Miki Omiki, who married a official at the same workplace and continued to work even after giving
birth. In this case, her husband's mother was in charge of housework and childcare. It is an issue for
future research to examine such family type of three generations living together, where both husband

and wife are employed workers.

Key Words : the Ministry of Posts and Telecommunications, Postal Savings, Special Appointments

women clerical staff, Abacus
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