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The Relationship between Study of Genre History and Kimono Drawn in
Bijin-ga in Modern Times

SAWADA Kazuto

Yoshitoshi Tsukioka painted Fiizoku Sanjyi-ni So in 1888, Toshikata Mizuno painted Sanjyi-roku
Kasen from 1891 to 1893, Kiyochika Kobayashi painted Hana Moyo in 1897, and Chikanobu Yoshu
painted Jidai Kagami from 1986 to 1897. Thus, In the Meiji 20s (1887-1896), series of nishiki-e prints
depicting women from the perspective of so-called “jidai fuizoku”, which historically looked back on
the customs of each era, were published one after another. It is speculated that this theme was very
popular at that time. And what is interesting is that while there are series depicting women’s era
customs, those of men cannot be confirmed.

This paper first examined the reasons for such imbalances. In the Meiji 20s, there were growing
interests in historical retrospectives and phenomenon of fashion. In addition, the fashion was regarded
as a women'’s territory, and beauty was found in women dressed as fashion. In response to these, it
was derived that series of women, which depict the customs of the times, were created and became a
popular theme.

Subsequently, this paper confirmed how the painters were conducting historical studies on Sanjyi-
roku Kasen, Hana Moyo and Jidai Kagami, and pointed out the problems they faced. Then, I followed
the trends related to the study of customs history, especially the study of kosode, which was trying to
overcome such problems, and confirmed how the research results were reflected in the production
of bijin-ga. Furthermore, after looking at the relationship between bijin-ga and actual kimono, I
considered whether the “woman” in kimono symbolizes the “beauty” of “Japan”, as has been said so

far. Then, the fact that wearing kimono did not always symbolize Japan came to light.

Keywords: jidai fazoku, bijin-ga, research on kosode, kimono
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