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Age Determination of Hinoki Wood from Historical Buildings

Yokoyama Misao, Iton Takao, Kawalr Shuichi, Ozakr Hiromasa, SakamoTo Minoru,
ImamURA Mineo, Mitsutant Takumi, KuBopera Shigeru and HamasHima Masaji

The groups of historical wooden buildings that still exist in large numbers in Japan themselves pre-
sent a verified chronology, and have extremely high historical and cultural value. From this, the authors
have focused not just on the importance of old lumber sourced from historical buildings as simple
objects of architectural history, but as having value as historical wooden objects of known provenance.
As an attempt to obtain the age of old timber in order to use it for materials engineering samples, nine
samples from historical buildings, from the Asuka period to the contemporary era, were selected and
dendrochronology and *C-wiggle matching, as well as architectural history information related to old
building materials, were comparatively evaluated in a compound manner and the basic information

related to each of these old lumber samples was extracted.

Key words: Hinoki (Charmaecyparis obtuse), Historical Japanese wooden buildings, Wood identifica-

tion, Dendrochronology, *C-wiggle matching
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