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A Conceptual Model Design for the Description of Copied Materials

Suzuki Takuzi

This paper is a discussion on the design of a conceptual model for describing copied materials (here-
after, “this model”) which was presented as the results of the “Study on an Information Description
Method Related to Digitized Museum Materials” (chief researcher: Fumio Adachi; FY2007-2009) done
jointly with the National Museum of Japanese History.

The starting point for this model was presenting the two ideas of “putting data into boxes and past-
ing labels” as the simplest method for converting digital data into resources, and viewing data created
in museums as “copied materials,” so by viewing label descriptions as equaling the copied material
definitions, it was possible to enable a merging of these ideas.

Specific description methods for copy information were considered and an example presented. The
descriptions of the copy materials were composed of five types of information: an ID corresponding 1:1
with the labels and copied materials, as well as the primary information, the original object information,
the production information, the expression information, and the location information. These were each
expressed as: What sort of thing is this copied material? What is its original object? What is the source?
What sort of internal structure does it have? Where is it stored?

As an example of a copied material description based on this description method, the description
showing the data generated to create the digital contents for the Edo-zu Byobu screens (one pair, six
panels each) by the NMJH and the relationship between that data was presented. We showed that it
was possible to appropriately present the information related to the internal structure and storage loca-
tion of the data generated at each stage of the creation of the digital content, itself generated through a

complex process, in the form of a collection of labels.

Key words: Copied material, Information description, Conceptual model, Digital data, Museum mate-

rial, Creating assets from information
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